Growth Group Questions
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Oct 4, 2026

Beyond Temple Walls… to a Greater World
Cheerful Giver Exercise (Introduction)
If you had to empty all your assets in one week so that you had $0 to your name, how would you distribute your wealth? (Try to be as specific as possible, give yourself at least five minutes.)
Into the Word – Genesis 1:26–31
1. What specific responsibilities does God give to the man and woman in verses 28–30?
2. How does the repeated declaration that creation was “good” (and “very good”) inform the way we view the physical world and our role in it?
Into the Word – Romans 8:18–23
3. Paul says the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed. Write down all of the ways you can think of that Paul suffered. How does his suffering compare to ours today? Any similarities? Differences?
4. Commentators differ on who exactly is the one(s) subjugating creation to frustration. Think and write down a few options. When you’re exhausted of options, ask AI to offer a few options according to Confessional Lutheran commentators like Martin Chemnitz, Luther, Gerhard, Deutchlander, etc.
5. How does the hope of the redemption of our bodies encourage us while we care for a creation that is still under the curse of decay? How is this life preparing us for the next?





Into the Word – Matthew 19:27–30
6.  Peter asks what the disciples will receive for leaving everything to follow Jesus. What does Jesus say the disciples will receive, what does Jesus say all followers will receive?
7. How does the saying “many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first” challenge our usual measures of success or reward?

Sermon Connection & Application
8. The sermon reminds us that we are the temple of the living God and that the Spirit of Christ cannot be confined within building walls. How does this truth free and challenge us as we live and serve beyond Sunday morning?
9. God gave humanity the original vocation of stewardship over creation. Where do you see opportunities (or tensions) at Salem—whether in caring for the building, the land at Salem Oaks, or other resources—to live out this vocation together?

10. What would you do with 77 acres of land? Invite Pastor Pedersen over and share your ideas. 
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