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Fourth Sunday of Easter

5 WELS o
He Lives to be my Good Shepherd

Chrlsts Love, Our Calling.

W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we

gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our
worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Jesus lead us on until our rest is won. Although the way
me cheerless, we will follow; calm and fearless. For though many a woe, to our
home we go. Amen.

THEME OF THE DAY: This Fourth Sunday of Easter, the Church has long celebrated the
risen Jesus as our Good Shepherd — the one who leads us, feeds us with his Word,
protects us from the roaring lion, and guides us into the green pastures of eternal
life. Without his resurrection, we'd be left to choose our own direction, and like
sheep, we'd quickly wander into trouble. But he lives, and that makes all the
difference. We are not on our own. We have a Shepherd whose voice we can trust.

That same Shepherd has been at work in the lives of our confirmation students,
feeding them with his Word through two or three years of study with our pastors.
Today's examination service is a chance for them to share what they've learned as
they prepare to publicly confess their faith in the rite of confirmation next Sunday.

EXAMINATION: The name "examination" comes from an earlier era, when Christian
fathers trained their children at home using Luther's Small Catechism and then
brought them to the pastor to be tested before joining the church as communicant
members. We gather to rejoice in God's blessing on the learning these students
have already done, and to pray that the Good Shepherd continues to lead them
deeper into his Word throughout their lives. The Rite of Confirmation will be held
Sunday, May 3th during the 10:30am worship service.

A WoRD ABOUT HoLY COMMUNION: Our church observes the biblical practice of
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we
not only receive forgiveness from God, but we also express the unique
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament
with you in the future.

SERVING GOD, SERVING US:
Worship Leader: Pastor JonAlden Pedersen Piano: Abigail Ibisch
Organist: Robyn Stoller Men’s Chorus Director: Steve Angus



Order of Worship
CW Hymnal, Setting Four

Hymn: Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 sts. 1-3
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safe we  sleep, guard - ed still by you.
your com - mand, we will fol - low you.
feet are taught, Lord, to fol - low you.

Please stand.

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

[ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS ]

M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And
surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our par-
ents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith
in God and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Bap-
tism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life.



M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins:

C: Holy God, gracious Father, | am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit
and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives
your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power.
His promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your
sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now
and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated.

(Sunday) Men’s Chorus: Sov’reign Lord, Creator, Righteous One

Mary McDonald

Sov’reign Lord, Creator, righteous one, most high and holy King,
My Redeemer, Father, dearest friend, my praise to you | bring.

| will praise your name forever, knowing that you loved me first;
For you feed my ev’ry hunger and quench my eV'ry thirst.

With my heart I'll ever worship you, my voice will sing your praise
For your everlasting mercy and grace for ev’ry day.

All creation bows in humbleness before your heav’nly throne,
And | shall forever thank you for making me your own.

You are higher than the highest, and the God of all who live.

You are worthy of all honor and praise that | can give.

All my life shall be a witness of your majesty and grace,

And in heav’'n I'll bow before You and see You face to face. Amen.

( THE WORD OF GOD ]

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for
the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may
abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading Leviticus 26:3-12
God promises blessings to his obedient people. Although Israel disobeyed the
Lord's ways and strayed like lost sheep, the Good Shepherd makes his dwelling
among us and leads us back to him.

*If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands,* | will send
you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the
field their fruit. *Your threshing floor will continue until grape harvest and the
grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food you
want and live in safety in your land. ®l will grant peace in the land, and you will
lie down and no one will make you afraid. | will remove wild beasts from the
land, and the sword will not pass through your country. ’You will pursue your
enemy, and they will fall by the sword before you.® Five of you will chase a
hundred, and a hundred of you will case ten thousand, and your enemies will
fall by the sword before you.

° will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your num-
bers, and | will keep my covenant with you. *°You will still be eating last year’s
harvest when you will have to move it out to make room for the new. ! will
put my dwelling place among you, and | will not abhor you. *I will walk among
you and be your God, and you will be my people.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 23

M: The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.

C: He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters,
he refreshes my soul.

He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though | walk through the darkest valley,

0oL

| will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

oL



You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

0oL

: Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

0oL

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
The Good Shepherd lives within us and calls us to flee from the voice of strangers,
to not yoke ourselves with unbelievers so his dwelling place is not compromised.

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness
and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with dark-
ness? "What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a be-
liever have in common with an unbeliever? **What agreement is there be-
tween the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God.
As God said:

“I' will live with them and walk among them,
| will be their God, and they will be my people.”

YTherefore,
“Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.
Touch no unclean thing and | will receive you.”
¥And,
“I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty.”

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation John 10:14
b
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Al-le-1u - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-1lu-ia, al-le-1lu - ia.

I am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know me. Refrain



Gospel John10:1-10
Jesus the Good Shepherd, is the gate through which we enter the green pastures
of salvation.

Y\ery truly | tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep
pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. *The
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. *The gatekeeper
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. *“When he has brought out all his own, he
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.
>But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him be-
cause they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” ®Jesus used this figure of
speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.

"Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. ®All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
have not listened to them. °l am the gate; whoever enters through me will be
saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. °The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it
to the full.

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated.

Children’s Devotion

Hymn of the Day: The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552
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I am his, and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food «ce - les - tial feeds me.
gent - ly laid and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still, your cross be - fore to guide me.

5  Youspread a table in my sight, a banquet here bestowing;
your oil of welcome, my delight; my cup is overflowing!

6  And so through all the length of days your goodness fails me never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing your praise within your house forever!

(Saturday/8am) Sermon Leviticus 26: 3-13
“The Good Shepherd Walks With Us”

(Sunday 10:30 am) Examination of Confirmands

Ella Bicek Isaiah 43:2-3a

Winnie Bye Hebrews 11:1

Henry Casperson John 11:35

Emma J. Marie Helke Romans 12:2

Dahlia Lamb Joshua 1:9

Brooklynn Shopbell Luke 22:42b
Prayer

Almighty and eternal God, you always cause your church to grow, and with
your light and grace, you strengthen the hearts of those to whom you have
given new birth through water and the Spirit. Let all who have been instructed
in your truth continue to increase both in faith and knowledge, that they may
rejoice in their baptism and grow as members of the holy body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Please stand after the sermon.

( THANKSGIVING ]

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Offering

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our Eﬁ% 10|

church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by :"".:_;'h"‘ o

scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to. | ¥ "_?7\':}5
%)‘ =
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card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please ' :
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you.

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection

Please stand.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever. Amen.

[ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION ]

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each
other. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their
membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor
before communing.




The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

0oL

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

0oL

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

oL

<

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glo-
ry. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my - body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

”

me.

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
c.

Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God
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Be seated.

Communion Distribution

For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten.

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by
helping to tip the common cup.

Distribution Hymn: The Lord’s My Shepherd CW 553
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1 The Lord’s my shep - herd; I'll not want. He makes me
2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain and me to
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I
4 My ta - ble thou hast fur - nish - ed in pres - ence
5 Good - ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure - ly
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fol - low me, and in God’s house for - ev - er -
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me, he lead-eth me the qui - et wa - ters by.
paths of  right-eous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still.
dost with oil a-noint, and my cup o - ver - flows.
house for - ev - er-more my  dwell-ing place shall be.
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1 Bap - tis - mal wa - ters cov - er me as I ap -
2 I look to Christ up - on the tree, his bod - y
3 Lord, may your wound - ed hand im - part your heal - ing
4 From your own mouth comes forth a word; your shep - herd
5 Bap - tis - mal wa - ters cov - er me; Christ’s wound - ed
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proach on bend - ed Kknee; my Fa - ther’'s mer - cy
bro - Kken there for me; I lay be - fore him
to my bro - ken heart; your love a - lone can
speaks, but you are heard; through him your hand now
hand has set me free. Held in my Fa - ther’s
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here I plead, for griev-ous sins of thought and deed.
all my sin, my dark-est se - crets from with - in.
form in me a heart that serves you joy - ful - ly.
stretch - es  out, for - giv - ing sin, de - stroy - ing doubt.
strong em - brace, with joy I praise him for his grace.
Please stand at the pastor’s direction.
Response of Thanksgiving
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1
M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

Closing Prayer

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith and increase our love for
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Blessing

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

C: Amen.
Be seated.
Hymn: Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 sts. 4-5
) _# . .
Y | | | | | | | [ =
. [ [ | [ | [ &
o {
4 Fa - ther, draw us to your Son; we with
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grace  is done, there to live with you.
ter - nal rest in the fold with you.

Silent Prayer and Announcements

Acknowledgments

Setting Four from Christian Worship

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®,
NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted under OneLicense # 48708 and CCLI # 630266

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth

Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry
between services. Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:10am
in the kindergarten room. Adult Bible study begins at 9:15 in the fellowship hall
downstairs.

For Worship Next Week

Worship theme: Alive: The Way to Heaven

Bible Readings: Acts 4:8-12, 1 Peter 2:4-10, John 14:1-11
Hymns: 470, 469, 920
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION

What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?
He says that | am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.

What should | do if | am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?

| should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well |
have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a
parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have | loved God
with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have |
been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have | been selfish, lazy, envious, or quar-
relsome? Have | lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad
name? Have | abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my
mind? Have | failed to do what is right and good?

When | realize | have sinned against God and deserve punishment, what will | do?
I will confess before God all my sins, those which | remember as well as those of
which I am unaware. | will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.

How do | receive his gracious forgiveness?

His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, | have been
clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness.

What further assurance do | have that Jesus is mine and | am his?

In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and
wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow be-
lievers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps
away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to live a God-
pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.

How can | be sure that | receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper?

| have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he
died. There he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in re-
membrance of me.”

How will | respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?

I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help | will fight tempta-
tion, do my best to correct whatever wrongs | have done, and serve him and those
around me with love and good works.

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude | now come to your table to receive the precious
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you
remain in me, so that | bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kind-
ness to others. Amen.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

FOR OUR GUESTS

We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have questions
about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near you. We're happy
to help!

Please take note of a few helpful things:

4 Restrooms with diaper-changing tables are located straight down the hall
opposite the sanctuary entrance.

4 Our sanctuary is equipped with a “loop” system for hearing assistance. Please
set hearing aids to the “T” position or ask an usher for a headset.

4 You will find a connection card in your pew. Please share names, contact
information, and prayer requests.

4+ Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. Guests
are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation you can
place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online.

4 Our services are streamed live on our YouTube channel. If you would prefer not
to be on camera, please sit in the seats located beneath the balcony.

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing, pray,
and grow with us in our services.

We provide a few special worship aids and helps for families:

4 Children’s bulletins & activity bags are available in the entry, just to the left of
the office hallway. Ask an usher if you need help finding them.

4 If your child needs a quiet space, you can use the fireside room down the
hallway across from the restrooms. The service is streamed live into the room.

4 Children of all ages are invited to come to the front of church for the weekly
children’s message. Parents are welcome too!

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God

by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may
grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity.




