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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. You 
have defeated both sin and deaths grip on me. Grant me the strength as one 
who lives in your grace to conquer over the sinful mind that remains hostile to 
you. Grant me self-control over my own flesh, so that when the tempter 
comes I may glorify you and put him to shame. All this is for the praise of your 
glory as you live and reign over me. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: I recognize my inability to defend myself against spiritual 
enemies. The world is against me, but I look for ways to imitate it. I try to 
master my own sinful flesh, but I recognize desires in myself that war against 
my soul. And when it comes to the devil, I fall into temptation again and again. 
My impending death proves that I have sinned. I realize that what I really need 
is a champion. God the Father realized it too. He sent his Son to be my Savior. 
Through the obedience of the Son of God, I have victory over my enemies. 

Worship Series: “I didn't know how much I needed that” is a common expression 
of surprise and realization. It suggests that something new has come to light, 
and we now now see it as essential or valuable, even if we didn't see it before. 
Lent is the season of the Church Year when we recognize our greatest needs. 
In this season we realize that all our greatest needs are met in Christ. God 
knows what we need most. If we lack Christ, we have nothing. But if we have 
Christ, we have exactly what we need. 

A Word About Holy Communion: Our church observes the biblical practice of 
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we 
not only receive forgiveness from God, but we also express the unique 
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of 
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but 
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament 
with you in the future. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Preacher:  Pastor JonAlden Pedersen   Piano/Organ: Robyn Stoller 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

Exactly What I Need: A Champion 
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Hymn: All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall CW 556 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 

 
M: If we claim to be without sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 
  

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Two 
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M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall CW 556 sts. 5–6 

 

 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the 
devil’s temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his re-
solve to save the world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty 
victory that we may battle against the forces of evil with courage and confi-
dence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
 

First Reading Genesis 3:1-15 
God promised to send a champion to do what I could not, defeating my greatest 
enemy. 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?” 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 
 4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God 
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 
 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and 
ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were na-
ked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man, “Where 
are you?” 
 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid.” 
 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some 
fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 
 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust 
 all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head,  and you will strike his heel.” 

 

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading Romans 5:12-19 
Adam’s defeat meant death for me. Christ’s victory means life for me. 
 

12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned— 
 13To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not 
charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death 
reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did 
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not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to 
come. 
 15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of 
the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the 
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Nor can the gift of 
God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one 
sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and 
brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned 
through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abun-
dant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the 
one man, Jesus Christ! 
 18Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all peo-
ple, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 
19For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made 
sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made 
righteous. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:15 

 
We do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses;  
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did 
not sin. Refrain 
 

Gospel Matthew 4:1-11 
The champion of demons and the champion of mankind do battle. Jesus wins. 

 1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter 
came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread.” 
 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
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 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: 

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
 and they will lift you up in their hands, 
 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’” 
 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if 
you will bow down and worship me.” 
 10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 
 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
 
 

Children’s Devotion 
 
 

Hymn of the Day: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God CW 863 
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Sermon  Based on Romans 5: 12-19 
 

“Righteousness Reigns” 
 

Please stand after the sermon. 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, be-
gotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. 

THANKSGIVING 
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For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is wor-
shiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

Be seated. 
 

Offering 
Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  
We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each 
other. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their 
membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor 
before communing. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the 
tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by 
a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heav-
en, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated. 



12 

 

Communion Distribution 
For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape 
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten. 
 

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose 
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by  
helping to tip the common cup. 
 

If you have not communed with us before, please see the announcement on the inside cover 
of this service folder.  

 

Hymn: I Come, O Savior, to Your Table CW 670 sts. Ref, 6–10 
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Hymn: I Walk in Danger All the Way CW 836 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 I walk with Jesus all the way, his guidance never fails me; 

within his wounds I find a stay when Satan’s pow’r assails me; 
and by his footsteps led, my path I safely tread. 
No evil leads my soul astray; I walk with Jesus all the way. 

 
6 My walk is heav’nward all the way; await, my soul, the morrow, 

when you at last with joy can say farewell to sin and sorrow. 
All worldly pomp, begone! To heav’n I now press on. 
For all the world I would not stay; my walk is heav’nward all the way. 
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After the distribution please stand at the pastor’s direction. 
 
 

Response of Thanksgiving 
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1 
 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 

have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nour-
ished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as 
your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn: Jesus, Still Lead On CW 842 sts. 1, 4 
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Silent Prayer and Announcements 
 
Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to fellowship in the entry between services. Sunday 
JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:15am in the sanctuary. Adult & 
Teen Bible study meets in the fellowship hall downstairs 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: Exactly What I Need: Faith 
Bible Readings: Genesis 12:1-8, Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17 
Hymns: 3868, 570, 811 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have questions 
about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near you. We’re happy 
to help! 

Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms with diaper-changing tables are located straight down the hall 
opposite the sanctuary entrance.  

 Our sanctuary is equipped with a “loop” system for hearing assistance. Please 
set hearing aids to the “T” position or ask an usher for a headset. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. Please share names, contact 
information, and prayer requests.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. Guests 
are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation you can 
place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 Our services are streamed live on our YouTube channel. If you would prefer not 

to be on camera, please sit in the seats located beneath the balcony. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing, pray, 
and grow with us in our services.  

We provide a few special worship aids and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & activity bags are available in the entry, just to the left of 
the office hallway. Ask an usher if you need help finding them. 

 If your child needs a quiet space, you can use the fireside room down the 
hallway across from the restrooms. The service is streamed live into the room. 

 Children of all ages are invited to come to the front of church for the weekly 
children’s message. Parents are  welcome too! 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


