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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Father, open my heart to hear and believe your word, so 
that through faith your Son, he may take his rightful place not just in the 
manger, but also within my heart. In his name I pray. Amen.  

Series Theme: “Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph Mohr, 
with music composed by Franz Gruber. The carol was first performed on 
Christmas Eve in 1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria. Legend 
says the church organ was broken, prompting Gruber to compose a simple 
guitar accompaniment. Subsequently accompanied by many instruments and 
translated into many languages, the text paints the picture of the incarnation. 
The last phrase is repeated, so in the second stanza we hear it twice: “Christ 
the Savior is born!” Every word of that phrase is significant, and every line of 
the Christmas carol describes a Bible truth. We use the beloved hymn to 
ponder the profound message of the Twelve Days of Christmas. 

Service Theme: Families cherish their Christmas traditions. Year after year, they 
decorate the tree with the same ornaments, play the same music, bake the 
same Christmas cookies. Without asking, family members know when they will 
open presents. If you try to change your family’s Christmas traditions, you 
might be in trouble!  
 

Because our celebration of Christmas has so many unchanging traditions, we 
might miss the fact that the birth of Christ the Savior meant radical change for 
the world. Would the change be an improvement or another step in decline? 
The angels answer the question. They don’t sing “Watch out for impending 
doom!” They sing “glory” and “peace,” praising God with alleluias! 

 
In the Twelve Days of Christmas, our worship follows this pattern. 

Christmas Eve  Christ the Savior Is Born 
Christmas Day  Holy Infant, So Tender and Mild 
Christmas 1 (Dec 27/28) Son of God 
Epiphany (Jan 3/4)   Love’s Pure Light Beams from Thy Holy Face 

 
  

Nativity of Our Lord 
 

Christ the Savior Is Born 
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Preservice Anthem: Behold   Bella, Aerie, Jeremy Camp  
It seemed like an ordinary night but we’ve never seen stars shining so bright. 
There’s something about this star even though it seems so far. Hallelujah! 
 

Refrain: Behold, Jesus is born. Glory to God in the highest! 
Behold, Jesus is born. Glory to God forever! 

 

Now is hope in our lives cause God is loving and kind. 
Even though we fail, He’s still Emmanuel. Refrain 
 

He is our shepherd and he is our strength.  I won’t be afraid. 
He is our comfort and he is our fill. I won’t be afraid. Refrain 

 

Introduction and Welcome 
 

Hymn: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing CW 338 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

Order of Worship 



4 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
 
 

 

M: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and 
redeemed them. 

C: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests. 

 

M: He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are 
proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has 
sent the rich away empty. 

C: Our eyes have seen his salvation which he prepared in the sight of all nations. 
  
M: The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of under-

standing, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and 
fear of the Lord, 

C: and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
  
M: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 

C: Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 
  
M: Being in very nature God, he did not consider equality with God something to 

be used to his own advantage; rather he made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!  

C: Though he was rich, yet for our sake he became poor, so that we through his 
poverty might become rich. 

  
M: God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 

every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

C: Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glo-
ry forever and ever. Amen.  

 
Be seated. 

 

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE 
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Men’s  Chorus  Anthem Lord of the Stars 
 By Ruth Elaine Schram  

Lord of the stars, the sun, the moon, the midnight sky, 
Lord of the earth, the lands, the seas, the air, 
We have heard the prophecies of Your miraculous birth. 
When will You come to us? When will You come to us? 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, O come to us, O come to us.  
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
M:  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

light. Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may 
also behold him in all his glory in the life to come; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

First Reading  Micah 5:2-5a 
The prophet foretold that the Savior would come from a little town called Bethle-
hem to bring peace to the world 
 

 2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

3Therefore Israel will be abandoned 
 until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

4He will stand and shepherd his flock 
 in the strength of the Lord, 
 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 
 will reach to the ends of the earth. 

5And he will be our peace 

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day: Let the Heavens Rejoice Psalm 96A 
 The assembly joins the choir for the refrains and the “Glory be”. 

 

 

 
  

Sing to the Lord a / new song; 
   sing to the Lord, / all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, / praise his name; 
   proclaim his salvation day / after day. 
Declare his glory among the / nations, 
   his marvelous deeds among all / peoples. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory / due his name; 
   bring an offering and come in- / to his courts.    Refrain 
  

Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, / for he comes, 
   he comes to / judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in / righteousness 
   and the peoples in his / faithfulness. 
 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
 

Second Reading  Titus 2:11-14 

The grace God showed us in sending his Son changes not only our present lives 
but also our eternal destiny. 
 

 11For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12It 
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the 
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
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Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to puri-
fy for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 2:11 
 The assembly sings the refrains of the Gospel Acclamation. 

 

 
 
Gospel Luke 2:1–14 

 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be tak-
en of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 
 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 
to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for 
the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. 
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 8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glo-
ry of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

Be seated. 

 
Choir Anthem: Hope Has Arrived By Rebecca J. Peck  

To a world that waited in darkness, the glorious Light has shined. 
The promised One has been given to rescue all mankind; 
Telling forth the great announcement, angels loudly singing, 
“Born this day is Christ the Savior”, hear the message they are bringing.  
 

Refrain: Hope has arrived, He’s lying in a manger. Love is fast asleep on the hay; 
   In a tiny baby boy, peace and joy have come.  
   Hope has arrived, He’s  God’s only Son. 
 

We who know the joy of salvation are called to reflect His light 
To those who still walk in darkness, we share the hope of Christ; 
Like the angels, we proclaim it with our joyous singing, 
Telling all the wondrous message, Hear the good news we are bringing Refrain 
 

Ev’ry longing in the hearts of man has been fulfilled within Him; 
He’s peace in our trouble, joy in our struggles, and hope to start over again. 
Refrain 

 
 
Gospel Luke 2:15–20 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 
 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word con-
cerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 
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and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told. 
  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated. 
 

Hymn of the Day: All My Heart Again Rejoices CW 329 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from his lowly manger Jesus calls one and all, 
“You are safe from danger. 
Children, from the sins that grieve you you are freed; all you need 
I will surely give you.” 

 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! One and all, great and small, 
come with songs of gladness; 
we shall live with him forever there on high in that joy 
which will vanish never. 
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Sermon  

“Christ Appears” 
1) In Grace 
2) In Glory 

 

 

Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High CW 346 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 
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Handbell Offertory Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
By K. McChesney 

 
 
Lighting of the Christmas Candles 
 

We light our individual candles at this time. The pas-
tor lights his candle from the white candle on the 
Advent wreath. This is the Christ candle, which sym-
bolizes Christ, the Light of the world. The ushers 
light their candles from the pastor's candle, then 
light the candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. 
In this way the light of Christ is shared with all who 
worship here tonight. The lighted candle is never 
tilted, but is always held upright when giving light to 
another. 

 
 
 

Christmas Prayer 
M: O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your 

only Son, Jesus Christ; grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, 
so may we also behold him with sure confidence when he shall come to be our 
judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 
M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, 

fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins 
and the hope of eternal life.  

 And the blessing of God Almighty— Father,  Son T , and Holy Spirit—be upon 
you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night           CW 337 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer & Announcements 

Candles may be extinguished at this time and returned to the ushers as you leave 
church. We leave worship tonight with the quiet joy of a promise kept. When we 
gather again tomorrow morning we will sing with full praise as the whole world re-
joices in our Savior’s birth. 

 

Serving God, Serving Us: 
Preacher:  Pastor JonAlden Pedersen  Liturgist: Pastor Ryan Wolfe 

Pianist: Madison Boerner  Choir Director: Luke Dorn  
Men’s Chorus Director: Steve Angus Handbell Director: Jessie Wolfe 

Choir Quartet: Jessie Wolfe, Allison Dorn, Luke Dorn, Tom Stob 
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We thank you for joining us this evening. You are probably familiar with the 
song The Twelve Days of Christmas. It is aptly named. The early Christian 
church would celebrate Christmas for twelve days. The Season of Christmas 
begins on December 25th with the great Festival of the Nativity. On January 
6th, the Festival of Epiphany brings the season of Christmas to an end. 
  

Thursday, December 25 at 10:00AM 
Silent Night: Holy Infant, So Tender and Mild 

We ponder some of the most profound words in Scripture, teaching us the 
meaning of this baby in the manger. Worship includes the celebration of Holy 
Communion for our members. Join us at 9:45am to sing some of our favorite 

Christmas carols. 
  

Weekend of December 28th (Regular service times) 
Silent Night: Son of God 

The Son of God took on flesh for two reasons: to be our substitute and our 
sacrifice. In life AND in death Jesus is the only gift who could have given us 

peace and forgiveness.  
 

Wednesday, December 31st  at 4:30pm 
While not a part of our Christmas series or a religious festival, it makes sense 
that we would spend time with the Lord as one year opens and another clos-
es. The New Year’s Eve service is shorter and devotional, and includes Holy 

Communion. 
 

Weekend of January 4th (Regular service times) 
Silent Night: Love’s Pure Light Beams from Thy Holy Face 

The season of Christmas ends on January 6th, known as Epiphany, “the Gen-
tile Christmas.” In this weekend’s services we consider the way God guided 
the wise men to Jesus and made it clear that salvation in Jesus is for us Gen-

tiles too. 
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Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


