Growth Group Questions
4th Sunday in Advent – December 21, 2025

Introduction
While this is the 4th Sunday in Advent, December 21st is also the minor festival of St. Thomas. We sometimes celebrate those festivals when they happen to fall on a Sunday. What is the benefit of commemorating the minor festivals? What is the potential danger?


Into the Word – Judges 6:36-40
1. Explain the terms of Gideon’s test and how God met them.


2. Gideon is not the only person in Scripture to ask God for proof or ask questions about what God is promising. Look at God’s reaction to the following questioners and see if you can tell why God answered each one the way he did.

· Judges 6:36-40 (Gideon) – Good reaction
· Isaiah 7:10-17 (King Ahaz) – Bad reaction (with a good promise for us in it!)
· Luke 1:5-20 (Zechariah) – Bad reaction
· Luke 1:26-38 (Mary) – Good reaction

3. Gideon proved himself to be a man who trusted in the Lord, in spite of this initial wondering with the fleece. Scan Judges 7 to see God’s “terrible” military advice and God’s miraculous victory for his people.


Into the Word – Hebrews 10:35-11:1
4. What kinds of things can cause a believer to lose confidence?


5. Can you think of anyone in the Bible or from other reading who “shrank back” from their faith and were destroyed? 
6. In what TWO ways is the sentence “the righteous one will live by faith” true?


7. Most of us likely know the definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1. Use that verse to define faith in your own words.


Into the Word – John 20:24-29
8. Our whole service revolves around faith and trust overcoming doubt. We can be critical of Thomas for this account, but for what should he be commended for here?


9. We believe because God speaks truth in his Word. But what other evidences does God give to bolster that Word-produced faith?


10. Connect the dots between the Christmas angels’ announcement of peace on earth with Jesus’ Easter assurance of peace here.


11. Google the Youtube video “Cosmic Eye” to see just how large the universe is. Then marvel at the infinite and almighty God becoming man at Christmas to save us. What is your favorite Christmas hymn that expresses that miraculous thought?


Once you’ve shared your lesser opinions (), find “Lord Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is” on YouTube for the greatest Christmas hymn musically AND textually.


Closing Prayer – Jesus, Lord and God, we thank you once again as we gather around the manger to see not just any child but the infinite One bound in human flesh. Receive our praise and bless our prayers now in in the year to come. Make us lights in the darkness to share your message of hope and joy and perfect peace. Amen.
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