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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Savior Jesus, we thank you for this opportunity to praise 
you once again for your love. You came into our world and became man to 
save a world of lost sinners. Bless us with faith to trust your promises and 
move us to an unfailing hope for our future in heaven.  

Welcome from our pastors: Welcome, dear parents, families, and friends, to 
our Salem School Christmas Program! Today we gather in the spirit of joy and 
celebration to honor the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, and to share the 
warmth of His love through the voices and hearts of our children.  

 As they bring us Christmas greetings in song, word, and story, may we be 
reminded of the true meaning of this season—the gift of hope, peace, and 
salvation that came to us in a humble manger. We are delighted to have you 
here to rejoice together as one family in Christ, cherishing the wonder of 
Christmas through the eyes of our children. If you don’t have a church home, 
we invite you to celebrate with us at our church Christmas Concert this 
Saturday, December 20th, and to our special services on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. 

 

We invite parents to take as many pictures as you like after the 
service is over.  Please refrain from taking them during  the 

service so the children can present their songs without 
distraction.  Thank you! 

 
 Serving God, Serving Us: 

Worship Leader: Pastor JonAlden Pedersen 
Organ/Piano: Luke Dorn 

Midweek Advent  
 

Did You Know– Salem Lutheran  
Middle School 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org  
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Opening Welcome  
 

Processional 
 

Hymn: Now sing We, Now Rejoice  CW 363 
 The congregation sings verses 1-2, 4. The students sing verse 3.

 
  
 

Psalm 89 
M: I will sing of the LORD's great love forever;   
C: with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.    
 

M: I will declare that your love stands firm forever,    
C: that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.    
 

Order of Worship 
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M: You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David 
my servant, 'I will establish your line forever    

C: and make your throne firm through all generations.'"     
 

M: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;    
C: love and faithfulness go before you.     
 

M: Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,    
C: who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD.     
 
 

Prayer 
M: Gracious Lord and Savior, who once came as a defenseless baby in the Bethle-

hem manger, and who will return as the King of kings and Lord of lords, be 
with us today as we again take a moment to reflect on the wonder and beauty 
of your love as it is seen in the Christmas story. Fill our hearts with joy and 
contentment knowing that our sins have indeed been washed away at Calva-
ry’s cross, and that we too will rise to life eternal just as you did on that glori-
ous Easter morning. Send your Spirit into our hearts and lead us along the path 
of righteousness to the glory of heaven. Receive our praises as we kneel in 
faith before the manger-bed of our newborn Savior. In the name of Jesus.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High   CW 346 
Students sing verses 1-2. The congregation joins the second refrain and v. 3. 

 

 

THE SHEPHERDS HEAR ABOUT THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
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Reading Luke 2:8-20 

 8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glo-
ry of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 
 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word con-
cerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told. 
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Anthem: What a Glorious Night!   Sidewalk Prophets 
The shepherds came to see the baby, stood by his mother's side 
Here laid the Savior inside a manger. Oh what a glorious night! 
 

Refrain: I hear the angels singing, “Hallelujah! Let the earth receive her king!” 
 I know that love has come. Sing it out! Jesus Christ is born! 
  

The shepherds wondered, they couldn't hide it. Told everyone in sight. 
All were amazed when they heard how God came down on the glorious night. 
Refrain. 
 

All is calm now, all is quiet.  A star shining in the sky. 
Below in Bethlehem, the king is sleeping. Oh what a glorious night! 
  
 
 

 
 
Handbell Anthem: Come Christians Join to Sing   Linda Lamb 

 
Reading Matthew 2:1,2,11 

 

 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 

 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Anthem: Beautiful Star of Bethlehem   R. Fisher Boyce 
Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem shining far through shadows dimmed. 
Giving the light for those who long have gone.  
Guiding the wise men on their way unto the place where Jesus lay. 
Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem shine on. 
 

Oh, beautiful star the hope of light guiding the pilgrims through the night 
Over the mountains 'til the break of dawn into the land of perfect day. 
It will give out a lovely ray . Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem shine on. 
 

Oh, beautiful star (beautiful, beautiful star) Of Bethlehem (star of Bethlehem) 
Shine upon us until the glory dawns. Give us a lamp to light the way 
Unto the land of perfect day. Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem shine on. 

THE WISE MEN ARE LED TO THE SAVIOR 
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Oh, beautiful star the hope, the grace  
For the redeemed, the good, and the blessed. 
Yonder in glory when the crowd is one Jesus is now the star divine. 
Brighter and brighter he will shine. Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem shine on. 

 
 

 
Reading Matthew 28:19 

 

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
 

Reading Revelation 22:16,20 
 

 “I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star...Yes, I am 
coming soon.  
 
 

Hymn: Silent Night! Holy Night!   CW 337 
The students sing verses 1-2. The congregation joins in verse 3. 

 

 

 

 

THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS IS FOR ALL 
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Pastor’s Message John 3 
Did You Know?  God’s Light Shatters the Darkness 

 
 
Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it  in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
 
Offertory Anthem : Behold   
 Bella, Aerie, Jeremy Camp  

It seemed like an ordinary night but we’ve never seen stars shining so bright. 
There’s something about this star even though it seems so far. Hallelujah! 
 

Refrain: Behold, Jesus is born. Glory to God in the highest! 
Behold, Jesus is born. Glory to God forever! 

 

Now is hope in our lives cause God is loving and kind. 
Even though we fail, He’s still Emmanuel. Refrain 
 

He is our shepherd and he is our strength.  I won’t be afraid. 
He is our comfort and he is our fill. I won’t be afraid. Refrain 

 
 
Prayer 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Anthem: Mary, Did You Know  Mark Lowry & Buddy Greene 

Mary, did you know That your baby boy will one day walk on water? 
Mary, did you know That your baby boy will save our sons and daughters? 
Did you know That your baby boy has come to make you new? 
This child that you've delivered Will soon deliver you 
 
Mary, did you know That your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 
Mary, did you know That your baby boy will calm a storm with His hand? 
Did you know That your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 
And when you kiss your little baby You've kissed the face of God 
 
The blind will see. The deaf will hear. The dead will live again. 
The lame will leap. The dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb. 
 
Mary, did you know That your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 
Mary, did you know That your baby boy will one day rule the nations? 
Did you know That your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb? 
This sleeping child you're holding Is the Great I Am. 
 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Closing Hymn: Joy to the World CW 353 

Find the hymn on the next page. 
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Hymn: Joy to the World                      CW 353 
The students sing verse 1. The congregation sings verses 2-4. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 
 

Join us for Christmas Celebration – Christ the Savior is Born! 

Wednesday, December 24th (3 & 5pm)— 
 Heavenly Hosts Sing Alleluia 

Thursday, December 25th (10am)— 
 Holy Infant So Tender and Mild 

Sunday, December 28th (normal service times) 
 Son of God 

Sunday, January 4th (normal service times) 
 Love’s Pure Light Beams from Thy Holy 

Face 
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Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
FOR OUR GUESTS 

We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have questions 
about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near you. We’re happy 
to help! 

Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms with diaper-changing tables are located straight down the hall 
opposite the sanctuary entrance.  

 Our sanctuary is equipped with a “loop” system for hearing assistance. Please 
set hearing aids to the “T” position or ask an usher for a headset. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. Please share names, contact 
information, and prayer requests.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. Guests 
are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation you can 
place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 Our services are streamed live on our YouTube channel. If you would prefer not 

to be on camera, please sit in the seats located beneath the balcony. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing, pray, 
and grow with us in our services.  

We provide a few special worship aids and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & activity bags are available in the entry, just to the left of 
the office hallway. Ask an usher if you need help finding them. 

 If your child needs a quiet space, you can use the fireside room down the 
hallway across from the restrooms. The service is streamed live into the room. 

 Children of all ages are invited to come to the front of church for the weekly 
children’s message. Parents are  welcome too! 


