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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Mighty Savior, you ascended into heaven to show us 
that you rule over all things for our good. Bless us once again in your promises 
of protection and grace. Hear us as we sing your praises. Amen.  

Worship Series: Windsor. Bernadotte. Bourbon-Anjou. Orange-Nassau. 
Glücksburg. Liechtenstein. Do you know what those names have in common? 
They are all names of royal families. A member of each of those families serves 
as a monarch. The extended members of those families enjoy fabulous 
privileges, even if the monarch serves largely as a figurehead.  
 
For the past month, we have seen that Christ has welcomed us into his home 
and made us part of this family. Today, we see that this is a royal family. For 
our brother Jesus is King. He does more than serve as a figurehead. Christ rules 
over all Creation for the benefit of his family. He promises us that one day we 
will sit with him on his throne (Revelation 3:21). Today—Christ the King 
Sunday—the Church Year comes to an end. We praise Christ for his glorious 
reign. We thank him for making us part of his royal family, giving us a claim to 
the Kingdom. 

A Word About Holy Communion: Our church observes the biblical practice of 
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we 
not only receive forgiveness from God, but we also express the unique 
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of 
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but 
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament 
with you in the future. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Preacher:  Pastor Ryan Wolfe    

Piano: Madison Boerner 

Christ the King Sunday 
 

Welcome Home:  
To Christ’s Glorious Kingdom 
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Hymn: Lift High the Cross CW 900 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

M: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth.  

C: To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has 
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be 
glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.  Revelation 1:4-6 

 

   

M: The days are coming," declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a right-
eous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the 
land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the 
name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.”  (Jeremiah 23:5-6) 

 Since we have such a merciful King, let us humbly approach his throne, confess 
our sins, and plead for his mercy. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Two 
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C: Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for to you I pray. You are not 
a God who takes pleasure in evil; with you the wicked cannot dwell. The ar-
rogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who do wrong.  

  

 But I, by your great mercy, will come into your house; in reverence will I bow 
down toward your holy temple. Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness. For 
surely, O Lord, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as 
with a shield.    (Psalm 5:2-5,7-8,12) 

 
M: As God’s called servant I announce to you what the LORD says—your Redeem-

er, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the LORD, your Holy One, Israel’s Creator, your 
King. Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you 
are mine. You are my witnesses, and my servant whom I have chosen, so that 
you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. I am the 
LORD, and apart from me there is no savior. I am he who blots out your trans-
gressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.  (Isaiah 43:1,10-

11,15,25) 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns CW 511 sts. 1, 4 
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Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. 
Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every 
creature in heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to 
your unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
 
 
 

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Christ is the King of kings, with countless sheep in his flock. Yet he cares for every 
single one. He knows us by name. He leads us into his kingdom of peace and 
righteousness.  
 

1“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 
pasture!” declares the Lord. 2Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Isra-
el, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered 
my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will 
bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares the Lord. 3“I 
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I 
have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be 
fruitful and increase in number. 4I will place shepherds over them who will 
tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be miss-
ing,” declares the Lord. 

5“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
 “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
 and do what is just and right in the land. 
6In his days Judah will be saved 
 and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: 
 The Lord Our Righteous Savior. 

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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Second Reading Colossians 1:13-20 
Everyone is part of a kingdom. The only question is if it is a kingdom of darkness 
or light. Everyone has a king. The only question is if your king really cares for you. 
Our Savior-King has proven his love in blood. 
 

  13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the for-
giveness of sins. 
 15The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
16For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have 
been created through him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy. 19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 
in him, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 
cross. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:14 
 14“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to 
the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 
 
 
 

Hymn: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today CW 438 st. 2 
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Gospel Luke 23:35-43 
With eyes of faith, the criminal sees Jesus for who he really is– a gracious king, 
suffering and dying that we might be forgiven. 
 

 35The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen 
One.” 
 36The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 
37and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
 38There was a written notice above him, which read: This is the King of the 
Jews. 
 39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 
 40But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since 
you are under the same sentence? 41We are punished justly, for we are getting 
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 
 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
 43Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in para-
dise.” 
  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
 
 

Children’s Devotion 
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Hymn of the Day: Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus CW 534 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon  Based on Luke 23:35-43 
 

“Behold, your King!” 
 

Please stand after the sermon. 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, be-
gotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. 

THANKSGIVING 
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For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is wor-
shiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

Be seated. 
 

Offering 
Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  
We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each 
other. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their 
membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor 
before communing. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who preserves his Church to the end of time, when he will come 
again as king to judge all people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated. 
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Communion Distribution 
For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape 
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten. 
 

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose 
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by  
helping to tip the common cup. 
 

If you have not communed with us before, please see the announcement on the inside cover 
of this service folder.  

 

Hymn: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing CW 675 sts. 1–5, 8 

 

 

 
 
5  Mighty Victim from the sky, hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie. 

You have conquered in the fight, you have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
8 Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days, Three in One, your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
After the distribution please stand at the pastor’s direction. 
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Response of Thanksgiving 
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1 
 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 

have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nour-
ished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as 
your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: There Is a Higher Throne CW 885 
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Silent Prayer and Announcements 
 
Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to fellowship in the entry between services. Sunday 
JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:15am in the sanctuary. Adult & 
Teen Bible study meets in the fellowship hall downstairs. 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: Imminent Arrival of the One who Calls 
Bible Readings: Ezekiel 3:16-21; Romans 10:10-18; John 1:35-42 
Hymns: 892, 301 
 
Advent Worship Series—Imminent Arrival 
During the weeks before Christmas, we anticipate the imminent arrival of Jesus. 
He’s an important person! We are about to celebrate his birth. He could return on 
judgment day at any time. But in worship we realize that he impacts our lives 
when the Bible is read and when the sacraments are administered. Suddenly we 
feel the excitement of an imminent arrival. Join us for Advent Sundays! 

November 11th—Imminent Arrival of the One who Calls 
December 7th—Imminent Arrival of the Judge 
December 14th—Imminent Arrival of the Messiah 
December 21st—Imminent Arrival of My Lord and My God 
 

Midweek Advent Worship Series—Salem School Programs 
Join us 4pm Wednesdays in Advent (December 3rd, 10th, 17th) to enjoy programs 
led by students of Salem school and preschool. A meal will follow each service. 
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 
 

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well I 

have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a 
parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved God 
with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have I 
been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or quar-
relsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad 
name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my 
mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

 

Q: When I realize I have sinned against God and deserve punishment, what will I do? 
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of 

which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 
 

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 

cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been 
clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness. 

 

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and 

wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow be-
lievers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps 
away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to live a God-
pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

 

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 

died. There he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in re-
membrance of me.” 

 

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight tempta-

tion, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and those 
around me with love and good works. 

 

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious 
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kind-
ness to others. Amen. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have questions 
about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near you. We’re happy 
to help! 

Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms with diaper-changing tables are located straight down the hall 
opposite the sanctuary entrance.  

 Our sanctuary is equipped with a “loop” system for hearing assistance. Please 
set hearing aids to the “T” position or ask an usher for a headset. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. Please share names, contact 
information, and prayer requests.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. Guests 
are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation you can 
place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 Our services are streamed live on our YouTube channel. If you would prefer not 

to be on camera, please sit in the seats located beneath the balcony. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing, pray, 
and grow with us in our services.  

We provide a few special worship aids and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & activity bags are available in the entry, just to the left of 
the office hallway. Ask an usher if you need help finding them. 

 If your child needs a quiet space, you can use the fireside room down the 
hallway across from the restrooms. The service is streamed live into the room. 

 Children of all ages are invited to come to the front of church for the weekly 
children’s message. Parents are  welcome too! 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


