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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Heavenly Father every good and perfect gift is from you. 
Thank you for those gifts you have given us that can never be replaced, the 
ultimate being your own Son because you did not spare him, but gave him as a 
ransom for us. Hear us now as we rejoice in that fact. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: There are more than 2,300 Bible passages that speak about 
money. Why? Money is a master Satan frequently tempts us to serve. Money 
might well be our greatest temptation to serve something other than God. 
Money provides us with a false comfort and sense of security. Money serves as 
a source of pride. This week, Jesus’ sharp words identify the impossibility of 
serving more than one master. While serving money will always eventually let 
us down, God has proven that he is a faithful master worth serving. When we 
serve God, money is put in its proper place.  

Worship Series: No one likes pain, but not all pain is bad. A surgeon cuts through 
skin and muscle, not to harm but to heal. Words can bring us pain, but 
sometimes those painful words lead us to the very healing we need. In Luke 13
-17 we find Jesus teaching the faithful as he travels to Jerusalem for the last 
time. He knows he is going to die. So, with a sense of urgency, Jesus shares 
truths we need to hear, even though it hurts to hear them.  

 Serving God, Serving Us: 

Worship Leader: Pastor JonAlden Pedersen Choir Director: Luke Dorn 
Piano/Organ: Robyn Stoller Flute: Rachel Collins  

Handbell Director: Jessie Wolfe 

 Acknowledgments 
Setting Four from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, 
NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense # 48708 and CCLI # 630266 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Wounds that Heal— No One Can Serve Two 
Masters 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org  
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(10:30) Pre-Service Handbells                                              Colors of Joy 
Brenda Austin 

 

Hymn: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending CW 749 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 

 
M:  “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to 
give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Four 
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all he created.” (James 1:17-18) In truth, then, let us examine our hearts and 
come to him in repentance for those times we’ve failed to recognize his gifts 
or honor him as the Giver.  

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
    For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
    For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
    For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
    You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  In his rich mercy, God 
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

M: I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live; 
C: May our meditation be pleasing to him as we rejoice in the Lord. Amen. 
  

(10:30) Anthem: Across the Lands             CW 549 
The choir will sing verses one & two and the first refrain. The congregation may 
join in the second refrain and the third verse 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

O God, you have told us not to be anxious about what we need for this life. 
Move our hearts to seek you and your kingdom, that all good things may be 
given to us as well; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
 

First Reading Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 
King Solomon knew from experience that if you serve money, you will end up 
sorely disappointed. 

 

 10Whoever loves money never has enough; 
 whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. 
 This too is meaningless. 

11As goods increase, so do those who consume them. 
And what benefit are they to the owners   
 except to feast their eyes on them? 

12The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether they eat little or much, 
but as for the rich, their abundance permits them no sleep. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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 13I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 

wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, 
 14or wealth lost through some misfortune, 
so that when they have children 
 there is nothing left for them to inherit. 
15Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, 
 and as everyone comes, so they depart. 
They take nothing from their toil 
 that they can carry in their hands. 

 16This too is a grievous evil: 

As everyone comes, so they depart, 
 and what do they gain, since they toil for the wind? 
17All their days they eat in darkness, 
 with great frustration, affliction and anger. 

 18This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person 
to eat, to drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun 
during the few days of life God has given them—for this is their lot. 19Moreo-
ver, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy 
them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God. 20They 
seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them occupied 
with gladness of heart. 
  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Blest Are All Who Fear the LORD Psalm 128A 
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Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 
St. Paul teaches that serving money will lead to spiritual destruction. But serving 
God with our money leads to a fulfilling life. 

 

 6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into 
the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing, 
we will be content with that. 9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation 
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced them-
selves with many griefs. 
 17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor 
to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in 
God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to 
share. 19In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm founda-
tion for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 6:33 

 
 Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,  
and all these things will be given to you as well. Refrain 
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Gospel Luke 16:1-13 
All money belongs to God; he loans it to us to manage for his glory. Through a 
parable, Jesus teaches us to be shrewd in the way we use money to serve him. 

 

  1Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was ac-
cused of wasting his possessions. 2So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is 
this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you can-
not be manager any longer.’ 
 3“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking 
away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4I know 
what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into 
their houses.’ 
 5“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ 
 6“ ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 
  “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four 
hundred and fifty.’ 
 7“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
  “ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. 
  “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 
 8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their 
own kind than are the people of the light. 9I tell you, use worldly wealth to 
gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into 
eternal dwellings. 
 10“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, 
and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11So 
if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust 
you with true riches? 12And if you have not been trustworthy with someone 
else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 
 13“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money.” 

  
M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated. 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Devotion 
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Hymn: All Depends on Our Possessing CW 807 sts. 1–3, 5 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon  Based on Luke 16:1-13 

“Take What You Can and Give Everything Back” 
 
Please stand after the sermon. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

  Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated. 
 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it  in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 
 

 
Please stand. 
 

(10:30) Presentation of Second Grade Bibles  

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened 
and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made CW 751 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 
 

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry 
between services. Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:10am 
in the kindergarten classroom. Adult Bible study begins at 9:15 in the fellowship 
hall downstairs. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have questions 
about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near you. We’re happy 
to help! 

Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms with diaper-changing tables are located straight down the hall 
opposite the sanctuary entrance.  

 Our sanctuary is equipped with a “loop” system for hearing assistance. Please 
set hearing aids to the “T” position or ask an usher for a headset. 

 You will find a blue welcome card in your pew. Please share names, contact 
information, and prayer requests.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. Guests 
are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation you can 
place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 Our services are streamed live on our YouTube channel. If you would prefer not 
to be on camera, please sit in the seats located beneath the balcony. 

 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing, pray, 
and grow with us in our services.  

We provide a few special worship aids and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & activity bags are available in the entry, just to the left of 
the office hallway. Ask an usher if you need help finding them. 

 If your child needs a quiet space, you can use the fireside room down the 
hallway across from the restrooms. The service is streamed live into the room. 

 Children of all ages are invited to come to the front of church for the weekly 
children’s message. Parents are  welcome too! 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


