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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Holy Spirit, you dwell on our hearts and work powerfully 
in us. Renew our hearts and minds this hour so that we may serve you with 
humility, kindness, and joy.  

Theme of the Day: Everyone knows that humility is a positive trait and pride is a 
negative one, but we still helplessly fall into the trap of pride. We all desire 
recognition and praise. Jesus’ sharp words this week teach us that seeking 
exaltation in fleeting ways will only result in receiving the opposite in the end. 
Those who attempt to exalt themselves will eventually be humbled by God. In 
contrast, Jesus promises that those who live to serve God will receive honor 
and glory far greater than any in this life.  

Worship Series: No one likes pain, but not all pain is bad. A surgeon cuts through 
skin and muscle, not to harm but to heal. Words can bring us pain, but 
sometimes those painful words lead us to the very healing we need. In Luke 13
-17 we find Jesus teaching the faithful as he travels to Jerusalem for the last 
time. He knows he is going to die. So, with a sense of urgency, Jesus shares 
truths we need to hear, even though it hurts to hear them. In this series we 
might not like everything that Jesus says. Yet, difficult as it may be to hear, we 
listen because when Jesus speaks words that wound us, his intent is to heal 
our very soul. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
Worship Leader: Pastor Jon Pedersen 

Piano: Robyn Stoller 

 Acknowledgments 
Setting Four from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, 
NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense # 48708 and CCLI # 630266 
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Hymn: Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way CW 737 sts. 1–2, 4–5 

 

 

 
Please stand. 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 

 

M:  “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to 
give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of 
all he created.” (James 1:17-18) In truth, then, let us examine our hearts and 
come to him in repentance for those times we’ve failed to recognize his gifts 
or honor him as the Giver.  

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
    For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
    For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
    For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
    You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Four 
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M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God 
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

M: I will sing to the Lord all my life;  I will sing praise to my God as long as I live; 
C: May our meditation be pleasing to him as we rejoice in the Lord. Amen. 
 

Glory Be to God : O Worship the King CW 620 sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example 
of your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the 
devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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Be seated. 

First Reading Proverbs 25:6,7a 
Solomon provides common sense about humility and pride. 

 

6Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, 
 and do not claim a place among his great men; 

7it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,” 
 than for him to humiliate you before his nobles. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day: Come, Praise the LORD! Hallelujah      Psalm 112B 
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Second Reading James 2:1-13 
James teaches that showing favoritism to those we think can help us shows a 
lack of mercy and puts us at risk of God’s judgment. 

 

  1My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must 
not show favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold 
ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3If you 
show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good 
seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor 
by my feet,” 4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judg-
es with evil thoughts? 
 5Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are 
poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he 
promised those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not 
the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you 
into court? 7Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of 
him to whom you belong? 
 8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right. 9But if you show favoritism, you sin and are con-
victed by the law as lawbreakers. 10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, “You 
shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not 
commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 
 12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives 
freedom, 13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has 
not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
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Gospel Acclamation Luke 14:11 

 
  
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled,  
and those who humble themselves will be exalted. Refrain 

 
Gospel Luke 14:1,7-14 

Jesus teaches some ways to demonstrate humility and promises that those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.  

 

 1One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Phari-
see, he was being carefully watched. 
 7When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, 
he told them this parable: 8“When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do 
not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may 
have been invited. 9If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to 
you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the 
least important place. 10But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so 
that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better 
place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11For 
all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble them-
selves will be exalted.” 
 12Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not 
invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neigh-
bors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13But when 
you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and 
you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.” 

  
M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated. 

Children’s Devotion 
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Hymn of the Day: Son of God, Eternal Savior CW 729 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon  Based on Luke 14:1,7-14 

God Loves Nobodies 
 
Please stand after the sermon. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

  Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated. 

 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the welcome 
card and place it  in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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Hymn: Blest Are They CW 690 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened 
and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service CW 766 st. 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 

 
Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry 
between services. Adult Bible study begins at 10:15 in the sanctuary. 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: Wounds That Heal: Count the Cost 
Bible Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Philemon 1:7-21, Luke 15:1-10 
Hymns: 631, 694, 831, 617 
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Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


