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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Savior Jesus, thank you for bringing me once again to 
this house of peace and rest. Bless me through your word and fill my heart 
with joyful praise at the good news of forgiveness. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: Conventional wisdom says that joy is a direct result of 
circumstance. If things are good, we're happy. If things are challenging, our joy 
is less. It would seem then that being more joyful would require a change in 
situation. But it doesn't - it requires a change in heart.  But that's just what 
Easter does. Easter proves that God can take what normally causes people to 
weep and turn it into what causes people to rejoice. Sin, death, and shame 
went into Jesus’ tomb. Forgiveness, life, and glory came out. Our risen Savior 
gives us a joy that remains constant in the highest of life’s highs and the lowest 
of life’s lows. Because he lives, we have deep and lasting joy. 

Worship Series: It is easy to become so engrossed in the details of historical 
events—who, when, where—that we miss their significance. In this season of 
Easter, it is good we review the historical details that remind us that the 
resurrection of Christ is not fairytale or fable. Just as importantly, we celebrate 
Easter’s significance. Jesus won! It is our privilege and pleasure to use the 50-
day season of Easter to consider this truth: because He lives, not only is our 
eternity secure, but we have abundant resources to face the present. 

A Word About Holy Communion: Our church observes the biblical practice of 
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we 
not only receive forgiveness from God, but we also express the unique 
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of 
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but 
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament 
with you in the future. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
Worship Leader: Pastor Percy Damrow Piano: Abigail Ibisch 

Acknowledgments 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Because He Lives— 
We Have Deep and Lasting Joy 
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Hymn: Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation CW 920 

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand. 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 

 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Four 
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C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his 
will. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

HYMN: This Is the Feast CW 938 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
 
4 Blessing, honor, glory, and might  

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. (Refrain) 
 

 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, 
to long for what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to 
your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Be seated. 

 
First Reading Acts 14:8-22 

As a witness of Christ’s resurrection, Paul’s joy and his ministry  
were unaffected by circumstance. 

 

 8In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth 
and had never walked. 9He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked 
directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10and called out, “Stand up 
on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 
 11When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian 
language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12Barnabas they 
called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 
13The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and 
wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices 
to them. 
 14But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their 
clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15“Friends, why are you doing 
this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling 
you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heav-
ens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 16In the past, he let all 
nations go their own way. 17Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He 
has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; 
he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 18Even with 
these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 
 19Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. 
They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 
20But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back 
into the city. The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 
 21They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. 
Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22strengthening the disci-
ples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through 
many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day: Every Heart Its Tribute Pays Psalm 65B 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Reading Revelation 21:21-27 

The great joy we have now will soon be made perfect and complete. 
 

 21The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The 
great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass. 
 22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple. 23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 
25On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26The 
glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27Nothing impure will 
ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only 
those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
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M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 

 
Gospel Acclamation Psalm 30:5 

 
Weeping may stay for the night,  
but rejoicing comes in the morning. Refrain 

 
Gospel John 16:16-24 

Jesus promises that our grief will be turned to perfect joy. 
 

 16Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then 
after a little while you will see me.” 
 17At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by 
saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while 
you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18They kept asking, 
“What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he is say-
ing.” 
 19Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are 
you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see 
me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 20Very truly I tell 
you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but 
your grief will turn to joy. 21A woman giving birth to a child has pain because 
her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because 
of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22So with you: Now is your time of 
grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away 
your joy. 23In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, 
my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24Until now you have 
not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will 
be complete. 

  
M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated. 

Children’s Devotion 
 

Hymn of the Day: This Joyful Eastertide CW 449 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sermon  Based on Revelation 21:21-27 

 

“Take a Look at the Perfect City” 
 
Please stand after the sermon. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated. 

 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it  in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each 
other. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their 
membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor 
before communing. 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the 
world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God 
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Be seated. 
 

Communion Distribution 
For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape 
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten. 

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose 
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by  
helping to tip the common cup. 

 

Hymn: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  CW 557  

 

 

 

 



13 

6 The Son obeyed his Father’s will, was born of virgin mother, 
and, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, he came to be my brother. 
No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; a servant’s form like mine he bore 
    to lead the devil captive. 

 

8 “The foe will shed my precious blood, me of my life bereaving; 
all this I suffer for your good; be steadfast and believing. 
Life will from death the vict’ry win; my innocence shall bear your sin, 
   and you are blest forever. 

 

10 “What I on earth have lived and taught be all your life and teaching; 
so shall my kingdom’s work be wrought and honored in your preaching. 
Take care that no one’s man-made laws  
should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause; this final word I leave you.” 

 

Please stand at the pastor’s direction. 
 
 

Response of Thanksgiving 
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1 
 
M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
 
 

Closing Prayer & Blessing 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
Be seated. 
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Hymn: In You Is Gladness CW 513 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 
 

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth: Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy fellowship 
in the entry. Adult Bible study begins at 10:15 in the sanctuary. 
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 PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 
 

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well I 

have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a 
parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved God 
with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have I 
been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or quar-
relsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad 
name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my 
mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

 

Q: When I realize I have sinned against God and deserve punishment, what will I do? 
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of 

which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 
 

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 

cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been 
clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness. 

 

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and 

wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow be-
lievers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps 
away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to live a God-
pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

 

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 

died. There he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in re-
membrance of me.” 

 

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight tempta-

tion, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and those 
around me with love and good works. 

 

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious 
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kind-
ness to others. Amen. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
 

We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have questions 
about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near you. We’re 
happy to help! 

Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms with diaper-changing tables are located straight down the hall op-
posite the sanctuary entrance.  

 Our sanctuary is equipped with a “loop” system for hearing assistance. Please 
set hearing aids to the “T” position or ask an usher for a headset. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. Please share names, contact in-
formation, and prayer requests.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. 
Guests are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation 
you can place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 Our services are streamed live on our YouTube channel. If you would prefer 

not to be on camera, please sit in the seats located beneath the balcony. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
 

We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing, pray, 
and grow with us in our services.  

We provide a few special worship aids and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & activity bags are available in the entry, just to the left 
of the office hallway. Ask an usher if you need help finding them. 

 If your child needs a quiet space, you can use the fireside room down the hall-
way across from the restrooms. The service is streamed live into the room. 

 Children of all ages are invited to come to the front of church for the weekly 
children’s message. Parents are  welcome too! 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


