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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Almighty God, three in one, you alone are God in 
heaven. Today we remember how awesome you are and beyond anything we 
can imagine. Bless us through the Word today. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: No Christian teaching demonstrates that we have a top-down 
faith more than the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. Scripture teaches there is only 
one God, yet that God exists as three distinct persons: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Incomprehensible! Not only is the concept of the Trinity unique, but 
what the triune God offers us is also completely unique. The Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit share with us an intimacy that they have enjoyed with each other 
from eternity. Our triune God makes us members of his family in faith.  

Worship Series: The phrase “from the top down” often refers to a system where 
directions, thoughts, and practices flow from management down to others. 
Where the will and beliefs of those “at the top” are imposed—sometimes 
aggressively—on those below. Christian teachings come “from the top down,” 
but not that those teachings are oppressively imposed on us. When we call 
Christianity a “top-down faith,” we mean that God tells us things so beautiful 
and good that they could only have come from him.  

A Word About Holy Communion: Our church observes the biblical practice of 
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we 
not only receive forgiveness from God, but we also express the unique 
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of 
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but 
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament 
with you in the future. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Preacher:  Pastor Ryan Wolfe  Organ: Robyn Stoller 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org 

 Holy Trinity Sunday 
 

A Top Down Faith-- Only a Triune God Can 
Deliver What a Triune God Can Offer 
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Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty CW 483 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Please remain seated. 
 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 

 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Two 
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Dialogue for Holy Trinity  
M: I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.     

C:  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so 
that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  

  

M:  God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food 
and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I own, 
and all I need to keep my body and life. 

C:  The Lord makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for people to cultivate—
bringing forth food from the earth.         

  

M: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.  

C:  When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adop-
tion to sonship.                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                 

M: Christ has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won 
me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or 
silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and 
death. 

C:  The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.        

  

M: I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, 
my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, en-
lightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

C:  No one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the 
Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  

  

M: In the same way, the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith. 

C:  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when 
you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all 

 

M: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! From him 
and through him and for him are all things. 

C:  To him be the glory forever! Amen. 
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Hymn: Triune God, O Be Our Stay CW 482 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renew-
ing all creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free 
from doubt and fear, we may ever worship you, on true, immortal God, with 
your Son and the Holy Spirit, living and reigning, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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First Reading Isaiah 6:1-8 
The triune God delivers Isaiah from guilt and sin and offers Isaiah lofty purpose. 
 

 1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated 
on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were sera-
phim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3And they were calling 
to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

 4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the 
temple was filled with smoke. 5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 
 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. 7With it he touched my mouth and said, 
“See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 
for.” 
 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Second Reading Romans 8:12-17 
The triune God gifts us the right to speak to our Father, the comfort of our Broth-
er, and the indwelling of the Spirit. 
 

 12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the 
flesh, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The 
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by 
him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 
are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 
may also share in his glory. 
  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 



7 

Gospel John 3:1-17 
Jesus teaches a Pharisee named Nicodemus about the kingdom of the triune God, 
who rules in the heart of all those who are born again. 
 

 1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of 
the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the 
signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

 3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God un-
less they are born again.” 

 4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely 
they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

 5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must 
be born again.’ 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone 
born of the Spirit.” 

 9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

 10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 
things? 11Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to 
what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have 
spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you be-
lieve if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except 
the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the 
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone 
who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoev-
er believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him. 
   

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
 

Children’s Devotion 



8 

Hymn of the Day: Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest    CW 586 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
 
 

Sermon  Based on Romans 8:12-17 
 

“We are children of a Heavenly Father” 
1) We are sons by the Spirit 
2) We are heirs with Christ 

 

Please remain seated after the sermon. 
 
 

Hymn: Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest CW 586 sts. 5–7 
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Athanasian Creed 
This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian faith in the fourth 
century. It was prepared to assist the Church in combating two errors that undermined Bible 
teaching. One error denied that God’s Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being or Godhead with 
the Father. The other error denied that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person. Learn 
more about this creed on the first page of the bulletin and in the hymnal. 

 

Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian 
faith.  

Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever. 
 

Now this is the true Christian faith: 
We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God, without 

mixing the persons or dividing the divine being. 
For each person – The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – is distinct,  
 but the deity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit is one,  
  equal in glory and coeternal in majesty. 
What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit.  
The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;  
the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;  
the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal;  
 yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal,   
 just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite,  
  but there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite. 
 

In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is 
almighty; yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is 
almighty.  

 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;  
 yet they are not three Gods, but one God.  
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;  
 yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
 

For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be 
God and Lord, so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or 
three Lords. 

THANKSGIVING 
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The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone. 
The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone. 
The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created, nor begotten, but proceeds from 

the Father and the Son.  
 

So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons;  
 one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 
 

And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior, 
but all three persons are coequal and coeternal, so that, in every way, as 
stated before, all three persons are to be worshipped as one God, and one 
God worshipped as three persons. 

 

Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity.  
 

 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each 
other. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their 
membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor 
before communing. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns forever in perfect unity with you and the Holy 
Spirit as one God and one Lord. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated. 
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Communion Distribution 
For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape 
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten. 

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose 
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by  
helping to tip the common cup. 
 

 

Distribution Hymn: Sing Praise to Our Creator CW 480 

 

 

 

 
 

 
After the distribution please stand at the pastor’s direction. 
 
 

Response of Thanksgiving 
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1 
 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
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Closing Prayer  
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

Hymn: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow            CW 617 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 

 
Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy fellowship in the entry between services. 
Adult Bible study will resume next week. 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: Rest is a gift, not something to be earned 
Bible Readings: Deuteronomy 5:12-15, Colossians 2:13-17, Mark 2:23-3:6 
Hymns: 819, 703, 913, 917 
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(Also printed in the hymnal) 

 
Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 
 
Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well 

I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as 
a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved 
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? 
Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envi-
ous, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or 
given anyone a bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent 
thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

 
Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what 

should I do? 
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those 

of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 

cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have 
been clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness. 

 
Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread 

and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fel-
low believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but 
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to 
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

 
Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 

died. There he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight 

temptation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him 
and those around me with love and good works. 

 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious 
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as 
you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of 
kindness to others. Amen. 
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Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


