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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Savior Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who knows 
your sheep and provides for them. Bless all the people of your flock, and guide 
us to the pastures of heaven by your grace. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: Scripture frequently pictures spiritual care in terms of a 
shepherd watching over sheep. For sheep to survive they needed a shepherd 
who not only leads them to sources of food, but who also is willing to tangle 
with a pack of wolves. Jesus is such a shepherd.  
 
The word “pastor” comes from the Latin word for “shepherd.” Today, there 
are plenty of people—pastors, religious leaders, etc.—who claim they can 
provide healing for your soul. Yet, Scripture warns that “many” of these are 
“false prophets” (1 John 4:1) who “distort the truth” (Acts 20:30). Many! But 
the resurrection reality is that our Good Shepherd is faithful. He will raise up 
true under-shepherds who know Christ and proclaim the truth of his gospel.  

Worship Series: Easter is history. Since Christ has indeed been raised from the 
dead, we know the reality of his identity and victory. Jesus is exactly what he 
claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. Since Christ has indeed 
been raised, we know the reality of his promise.  The reality of the resurrection 
does not just change our future, but the way we look at life now. In this 
glorious season, let us meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the 
resurrection reality.  

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Preacher:  Pastor Ryan Wolfe  Organ: Robyn Stoller 

Choir Director: Luke Dorn 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org 

 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Resurrection Reality--The Risen Savior  
Provides Good Shepherding 
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Hymn: The Lord’s My Shepherd CW 554 

The Men’s Chorus will sing the first verse at the Sunday services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please remain seated. 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 

 
 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Two 
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M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

HYMN: This Is the Feast CW 938 sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for 
the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may 
abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
 

First Reading Acts 20:28-32 

The Good Shepherd commands his under-shepherds to keep watch over the flock. 
 

 28Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his 
own blood. 29I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and 
will not spare the flock. 30Even from your own number men will arise and distort 
the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31So be on your guard! Re-
member that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day 
with tears. 
 32“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you 
up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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Psalm of the Day: My Shepherd Will Supply My Need Psalm 23F 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

Second Reading 1 John 4: 1-6 
St. John encourages us to test all those who claim to have a spiritual message. 
Not all such individuals have been sent by God.  
 

 1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is 
how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not 
acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 
have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 
 

 4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one 
who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5They are from the world 
and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to 
them. 6We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not 
from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the 
spirit of falsehood. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 

Gospel John 10:11-18 
Jesus explains why he is the Good Shepherd. 
 

 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he 
sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf 
attacks the flock and scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is a hired hand 
and cares nothing for the sheep. 
 14“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15just as 
the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
16I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They 
too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The 
reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

  
M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
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Children’s Devotion 
 

Hymn of the Day: The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552 

 

 

 
 

5 You spread a table in my sight, 
    a banquet here bestowing; 
your oil of welcome, my delight; 
    my cup is overflowing! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

    your goodness fails me never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 
    within your house forever! 

 
 

Sermon  Based on Acts 20:28-32 
 

“Faithful shepherds bring hope to God’s flock” 
 

Please stand after the sermon. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

  Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated. 
 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Be seated. 

THANKSGIVING 
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Hymn: Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer 
M: O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the 

sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may 
abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Hymn: Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 sts. 4–5 

 

 

 
 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 

WELS Connection 

 

 
Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to Bible study between services. Sunday JAM for 
children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:15am in the kindergarten room. Adult 
Bible study begins at 9:15 in the fellowship hall downstairs 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: The Living Lord Produces Active Faith 
Bible Readings: Acts 4:32-37, 1 John 3:18-24, John 15:1-8 
Hymns: 469,709,595,454 
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Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


