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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Savior Jesus, God made man, you became one of us to 
know our trials and free us from our sins. Bless us today through your Word 
and comfort us with your promises made and kept. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: On Christmas Eve a choir of angels sang, “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” They 
were singing about peace between a holy God who hates sin and human 
beings who sin every day. Because of what Christ did as our Savior, there is no 
hostility between us and God, only peace and love. We have the peace of 
salvation in our hearts. As we draw near the end of life, like elderly Simeon or 
Anna, we have the peace of knowing of the glorious eternal life that is to 
come. As this peace with God fills our hearts, it moves us to live in peace with 
each other too.  

Our Worship Series: The world is starving for good news. On that first Christmas 
Eve, the angel told the shepherds, “I bring you good news of great joy” (Luke 
2:10). News is not advice. The angel had not come to give advice about how to 
cope in a messed-up world. News is simply a report of facts. The angel 
reported a fact—the birth of One who would make everything right again.  

A Word About Holy Communion: Our church observes the biblical practice of 
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we 
not only receive forgiveness from God, but we also express the unique 
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of 
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but 
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament 
with you in the future. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Preacher:  Pastor Ryan Wolfe   Piano/Organ: Robyn Stoller 
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Hymn: God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen            CW 356 sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
 

 
 

M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.     (Psalm 32) 

  

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Almighty and merciful Father,  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting One 
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     we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
 And we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us Lord! 
 Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
 according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

M: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by 
his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the 
grave. We have peace with God now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

 

Glory Be to God   (Gloria in Excelsis) 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself 
our human nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of 
our sin, and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Be seated. 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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First Reading 1 Kings 8:6-13 

King Solomon dedicates the temple, a place where the glory of the LORD would 
be revealed as the peace of salvation was proclaimed.  
 

 6The priests then brought the ark of the Lord’s covenant to its place in the inner 
sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of the 
cherubim. 7The cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and over-
shadowed the ark and its carrying poles. 8These poles were so long that their ends 
could be seen from the Holy Place in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from 
outside the Holy Place; and they are still there today. 9There was nothing in the ark 
except the two stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the Lord 
made a covenant with the Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 
 10When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of 
the Lord. 11And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, 
for the glory of the Lord filled his temple. 
 12Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in a dark cloud; 13I 
have indeed built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you to dwell forever.” 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-17 
 

As the peace of Christ rules our hearts, we are moved to live in peace.  

 
 12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. For-
give as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity. 
 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
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Gospel Luke 2:22-40 
God allows elderly Simeon and Anna to see their Savior with their own eyes. This 
fills them with peace.  
 

 22When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, 
Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the 
Lord”), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: 
“a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 

 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and de-
vout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom 
of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
 you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
 31which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause 
the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.” 
 36There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
37and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very 
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were look-
ing forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and 
became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
  
M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated. 
 

Children’s Devotion 
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Hymn: Let All Together Praise Our God    CW 355 sts. 1–2, 4, 6 

 

 

 
 

Sermon  Based on Luke 2:22-40 
 

“Christmas joy has just begun” 
 

Please stand after the sermon. 
 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
and became truly human. 

THANKSGIVING 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated. 

 
 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each 
other. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their 
membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor 
before communing. 

 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, by whose wonderful and mysterious birth you have opened our eyes 
to the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. 
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Be seated. 
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Communion Distribution 
For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape 
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten. 

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose 
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by  
helping to tip the common cup. 
 
 

Distribution Hymn: Peace Came to Earth            CW 330 

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand at the pastor’s direction. 
 
 

Response of Thanksgiving 
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1 
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M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 

 
 

Closing Prayer & Blessing 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace            CW 950 

 

 

 
 

 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 
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Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry 
between services. Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:15am 
in the sanctuary. Adult Bible study begins at 9:15 in the fellowship hall downstairs 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: Good News of Great Joy— For All People 
Bible Readings: Numbers 24:15-17a, Romans 11:13-15, Matthew 2:1-12 
Hymns: 372, 370, 347, 344 
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(Also printed in the hymnal) 

 
Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 
 
Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well 

I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as 
a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved 
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? 
Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envi-
ous, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or 
given anyone a bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent 
thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

 
Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what 

should I do? 
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those 

of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 

cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have 
been clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness. 

 
Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread 

and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fel-
low believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but 
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to 
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

 
Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 

died. There he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight 

temptation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him 
and those around me with love and good works. 

 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious 
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as 
you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of 
kindness to others. Amen. 
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Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


