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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Savior Jesus, bless me in your Word today with gifts of 
faith, hope, and love. Move me to kindness, gentleness, patience, self-control, 
and all the gifts your Holy Spirit gives. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: As we wait for Christ to return, we are not to sit still and be 
idle. Christ has not yet returned because there is still work to be done—work 
God carries out through us, his Church. Until Christ comes again and says, 
“Stop!” believers will be busy in faithful service. Christ has given every believer 
gifts and talents, and he calls us to use them all for his glory. In the time 
between Christ’s first and second coming, we use everything the master has 
given us to live according to his will and to carry out his mission.  

Our Worship Series: In the great timeline of human history, there are two 
significant points: the first time Christ came to our world to win salvation and 
the second time Christ will come to establish his everlasting kingdom. We live 
in the time in between those two points. It is a time of tension. We know that 
peace and perfection are ours already because of what Jesus did the first time 
he came but we do not enjoy a peaceful and perfect existence yet. As the 
church year draws to a close, Scripture points us toward the end of time when 
Christ will come again. Until then Christ teaches us how to live in the time in 
between.  

 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Preacher:  Pastor Jon Enter  
Liturgist: Pastor Ryan Wolfe           

Organ: Robyn Stoller 

  

Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

The Time In Between—  
A time for faithful service 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org  
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HYMN: Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go CW 739 sts. 1-2, 4-5 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 

 
M: If we claim to be without sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 
  
M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting One 
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    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

HYMN: Before You I Kneel (Gloria in Excelsis)           CW 735 sts. 1–2 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spir-
it that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the 
day of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and 
present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Be seated. 

 
First Reading Exodus 3:1-10 

God called Moses to serve His people in faithful leadership. 
 

 1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Ho-
reb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire 
it did not burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange 
sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 
 4When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 
 And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
 5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy ground.” 6Then he said, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, 
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
 7The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned 
about their suffering. 8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of 
the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9And now the cry of the 
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppress-
ing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 
Israelites out of Egypt.” 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

(10:30) When You Pass Through the Waters  Jubilate Choir
 arr. Paul D Webber 

Fear not, fear not,  
for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 

When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you; through the rivers,  
they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire,  
you shall not be burned; 
and the flame shall not consume you. 
 

For I am the LORD your God,  
I am the LORD your God,  
the Holy One, your Savior. 
 
 

Second Reading Romans 12:1-8 
When we keep God’s mercy in view, we understand and appreciate the gifts he 
gives us in Christ, and we use those gifts faithfully. 
 

 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. 2Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and ap-
prove what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of your-
self more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judg-
ment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4For 
just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do 
not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we, though many, form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according 
to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 
accordance with your faith; 7if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then 
teach; 8if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerful-
ly. 
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 M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
 

Gospel Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus calls his followers to faithful service in grateful response to the gifts that 
the master has given and in joyful anticipation of the master’s impending return. 
 

 14“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted his wealth to them. 15To one he gave five bags of gold, to another 
two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went 
on his journey. 16The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and 
put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17So also, the one with two 
bags of gold gained two more. 18But the man who had received one bag went 
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
 19“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled ac-
counts with them. 20The man who had received five bags of gold brought the 
other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I 
have gained five more.’ 
 21“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’ 
 22“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrust-
ed me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 
 23“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’ 
 24“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, 
‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 
 26“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest 
where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well 
then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that 
when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 
 28“ ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten 
bags. 29For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30And 
throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
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M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
 

Children’s Devotion 

 

Hymn of the Day: O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made CW 751 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sermon  Based on Exodus 3:1-10 

“Can’t or Won’t?” 
 
 
Please stand after the sermon. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

 Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated. 
 
 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it  in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 
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Closing Prayer 
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May 

we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strength-
ened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope 
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: Before You I Kneel                           CW 735 
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Silent Prayer and Announcements 

WELS Connection 

Acknowledgments 
Setting One from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version ®, 
NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense # 48708 and CCLI # 630266 

 

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry 
between services. Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:15am 
in the Salem School Kindergarten room. All others are invited to attend an open 
forum on the proposed new constitution in the sanctuary at the same time. 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: A Time to Yearn for the End 
Bible Readings: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:31-46  
Hymns: 494, 487, 663, 850 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good! 

 

As our nation gives thanks 
for the blessings poured out 
on us, we Christians know 

the God to whom those 
thanks can be directed.  

 

Spend time with the Lord 
this Thanksgiving as we 
celebrate the God who 
gives every blessing. 

 
 

Thanksgiving Eve: 6:30pm  
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Welcome to worship! 

 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have 
questions about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near 
you. We’re happy to help. Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms are located straight down the hall opposite the sanctuary 
entrance. Both men’s and women’s restrooms are equipped with diaper 
changing tables  for your convenience. 

 Our sanctuary is equipped with an amplified “loop” system for hearing 
assistance. Please set hearing aids to the “T” position. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. We ask members and guests to 
share their names and contact info, and invite you to share requests for 
contact or prayers.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. 
Guests are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation 
you can place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing and 
pray and grow with us in our services. Please note these special worship aids 
and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & “quiet bags” for your child’s use in worship are 
available in the entry, just to the left of the office hallway. Ask an usher if you 
need help finding them. 

 If your child needs to be nursed or quieted for a few moments you can use 
our “cry room” down the hallway across from the restrooms. The service is 
shown live on a TV in the room. 

 Sunday mornings, before the hymn of the day and sermon, children of all 
ages are invited to come to the front of church for a short devotion on God’s 
Word. Parents may accompany their children as they wish. 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


