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W E L S Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Chnsts Love, Our Calling. Tell Us A Story—A Story of Reckless Patience

W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we

gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our
worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Savior Jesus, hear my prayers and deliver me. Bless me
today through your Word and Sacrament. Amen.

THEME OF THE DAY: Patience is a virtue. But can too much patience be a vice? If
you are too patient, waiting to see if that pain in your stomach goes away with
time, you might make a problem worse. Yet that is exactly what God
demonstrates to a rebellious human race—reckless patience. Bold patience.
Through a story Jesus teaches exactly what God’s patience means for us.

PASCHAL CANDLE : The large candle next to the baptismal font symbolizes Christ,
the Light of the World; Its large size symbolizes Jesus as the mighty Victor over
death and sin. Itis lit at every baptism, for “we are buried with Him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4) Itis
kept burning throughout the Easter season and always lighted for Christian
funerals to show the close connection between Christ’s resurrection and the
Christian’s resurrection to life eternal.

A WOoRD ABOUT HoLY COMMUNION: Our church observes the biblical practice of
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we
not only receive forgiveness from God, but we also express the unique
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament
with you in the future.

SERVING GOD, SERVING US:
Preacher: Pastor Ryan Wolfe Piano/Organ: Madison Boerner
Flautist: Ellie Ross Vocalist: Jessie Wolfe

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater + www.salemlutheran.org + 651-439-7831

church@salemlutheran.org



Order of Worship @

HYMN: Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation CW 920
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Please remain seated.

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

[ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS |

M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And
surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”




All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our par-
ents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith
in God and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Bap-
tism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life.
We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives:

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sor-
row and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.
It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in right-
eousness and purity forever.

: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins:
Holy God, gracious Father, | am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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M: God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit
and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives
your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power.
His promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your
sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now
and forever.

C: Amen.
Hymn Response: Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing CW 827
n |
y.a :;;.Dw — T Py Py — | i T } T
e = s =
) - o o 1 1 b o ®
1 Re - joice, my heart, be glad and sing, a cheer - ful
3 His wis - dom nev - er plans in vain nor fal - ters
n_| ,
Y D | | | | I ! ]
e e e —=
trust main - tain; for God, the source of ev - ’ry - thing, your
nor mis - takes; all that his coun-sels may or - dain a



T
T 1

N>
ul

1
h | T T
v [ | I I

>

|

QL

TTe

trea - sure shall re - main. @ Why spend the day in blank de -

bless - ed end - ing makes. Up - on vyour lips, then, lay your
0| ‘
i —| — { i —— — - ——
| I I | I I | = |
e | - [ [ g P | [ ]
.J I hdd i. - hdd I I
spair, in  rest - less thought the night? On vyour Cre - a - tor
hand, and trust his guid - ing love; then like a rock your
n |
Yy 1D I I I [ il |
| I | I | | I | [ I il |
| | [ | | I [ | il |
[ [ =D i |
o) o
cast your care; he makes your bur - dens light.
peace shall stand here and in heav’n a - bove.

The Rite of Baptism continues at the font at the Saturday service.

(Saturday) Sacrament of Baptism

M: The Gospel according to St. Mark: “People were bringing little children to Jesus
for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus
saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly
I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them
and blessed them.”

The minister applies water to the person presented for baptism as he says:

M: Ollie Gene Christophersen, | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart -} to mark you as one re-
deemed by Christ the crucified.

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new
birth of water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen
you with his grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you.



(Saturday) Exhortation to Parents & Congregation

M:

Brothers and sisters in Christ:

Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized.
Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to
assist in whatever manner possible so that Ollie and all the children of our
church may remain children of God until death. If you are willing to carry out
this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength.

Yes, as God gives me strength.

: Let us pray.

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Ollie as your
own child and made him a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we
pray, grant to him and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we
may live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may
also share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eter-
nal life; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

( THE WORD OF GOD ]

First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

The LORD Almighty pictures his patient love for Israel as an owner of a vineyard

patiently waiting for a good crop of fruit.

' will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard:

My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.

’He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well.

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.

3“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
*What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it?
When | looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?
>Now | will tell you what | am going to do to my vineyard:
| will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed;
| will break down its wall, and it will be trampled.
®| will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated,
and briers and thorns will grow there.
| will command the clouds not to rain on it.”



"The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of Israel,
and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted in.
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed;

for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Philippians 3:12-21

Through Christ we have already attained the kingdom of heaven. God patiently
waits for us to respond to his grace by living drastically different lives than the
people of this world.

2Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal,
but | press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. **Broth-
ers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing |
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, **I press on to-
ward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus.

Al of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on
some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. °Only let us
live up to what we have already attained.

Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you
have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. **For, as | have
often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies
of the cross of Christ. **Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and
their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 2°But our citizen-
ship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,
2who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Matthew 21:33-43
Jesus tells us a story of God'’s reckless patience.

34Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He
put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented
the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. **When the harvest
time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.



*“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a

third. **Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the ten-
ants treated them the same way. *’Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will
respect my son,” he said.

38uBut when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ **So they took him and threw him out
of the vineyard and killed him. **Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?”

*L“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will
rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at har-
vest time.”

*Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

BuTherefore | tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people who will produce its fruit.

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.

Children’s Devotion

Hymn of the Day: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  CW 862
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Sermon Based on Matthew 21:33-43

“A violent vineyard tells a cautionary tale.”

Please stand after the sermon.

( THANKSGIVING ]

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Offering



Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our church. Offerings can be put

[m] L%y 1I|E| may give, but aren’t expected to.

in the basket or made online by scanning the code. Visitors

A

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please
[=] | share your prayer requests that we can pray for you.

@ t Card
Please stand.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever. Amen.

[ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION ]

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each

othe

r. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their

membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor
before communing.

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ltis right to give him thanks and praise.

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glo-
ry. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184

10
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Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my - body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

”

me.

: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186
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Be seated.

Communion Distribution

For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten.

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by
helping to tip the common cup.

12



DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Take and Eat CW 676
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like liv - ing stones, a tem - ple for God’s praise.
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5 I am the light that came into the world;
I am the light that darkness cannot hide;
| am the Morning Star that never sets;
lift up your face, in you my light will shine. (Refrain)

6 | am the first and last, the Living One;
I am the Lord who died that you might live;
| am the bridegroom, this my wedding song;
you are my bride, come to the marriage feast. (Refrain)

Please stand at the pastor’s direction.

Response of Thanksgiving

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1

C:
M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

Closing Prayer & Blessing

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith and increase our love for
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

C: Amen.

14



Hymn: May the Grace of Christ Our Savior CW 928
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Silent Prayer and Announcements
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Setting One from Christian Worship
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Versior’,

NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted under OnelLicense # 48708 and CCLI # 630266

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth

Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry
between services. Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:10am
in the sanctuary. Adult Bible study begins at 9:15 in the fellowship hall downstairs

For Worship Next Week

Worship theme: Mission Festival Weekend

Bible Readings: Numbers 21:4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21

Hymns: 575; Jesus, Strong and Kind; All Sufficient Merit; | Love to Tell the Story
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Welcome to worship!

FOR OUR GUESTS

We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have
guestions about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near
you. We're happy to help. Please take note of a few helpful things:

T Restrooms are located straight down the hall opposite the sanctuary
entrance. Both men’s and women’s restrooms are equipped with diaper
changing tables for your convenience.

* Our sanctuary is equipped with an amplified “loop” system for hearing
assistance. Please set hearing aids to the “T” position.

* You will find a connection card in your pew. We ask members and guests to
share their names and contact info, and invite you to share requests for
contact or prayers. Cards can be placed in the offering basket or left on the
table near the sanctuary entrance.

1 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord.
Guests are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation
you can place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online.

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing and
pray and grow with us in our services. Please note these special worship aids
and helps for families:

t Children’s bulletins & “quiet bags” for your child’s use in worship are
available in the entry, just to the left of the office hallway. Ask an usher if you
need help finding them.

t If your child needs to be nursed or quieted for a few moments you can use
our “cry room” down the hallway across from the restrooms. The service is
shown live on a TV in the room.

T Sunday mornings, before the hymn of the day and sermon, children of all
ages are invited to come to the front of church for a short devotion on God's
Word. Parents may accompany their children as they wish.

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God

by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may
grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity.




