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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Loving Shepherd, I thank you for guiding me through 
another week to bring me here to the quiet waters and green pastures of your 
Word. Shepherd me today and throughout the new week again that I may rest 
from my labors in the house of the Lord. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: The shepherd was the ideal citizen for the people of Israel. 
Sheep were an invaluable resource and sheep depended on their shepherd to 
guide them in the wilderness and protect them from predators. You see why 
Jesus chose the shepherd to illustrate how he cares for us. He feeds us with his 
Word. He protects us from that roaring lion, Satan. Jesus is leading us into the 
green pasture of eternal life. For centuries, the Church has observed this 
Fourth Sunday of Easter to celebrate that he lives to be our Good Shepherd.  

Our Worship Series: Life is full of either/or moments, where you face an 
unavoidable choice between two alternatives. Some are significant and others 
are not. One has eternal consequences: Either Jesus is still dead, or he is risen 
and alive. Jesus said he would prove his victory by rising from the dead. If he is 
dead, he is a fraud. But if he lives, then he is who he claimed to be—the 
Messiah. And he did what he came to do—save us. The season of Easter is a 50
-day celebration of the fact that the Holy Spirit has answered this either/or for 
us. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Throughout this season, we explore what 
that means.  

Guest Preacher: We welcome Pastor Jeff Schone to share God’s Word with us this 
weekend. Pastor Schone serves as Vice President for Student life at Martin 
Luther College, our college of training for pastors and teachers. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Worship Leader: Pastor Ryan Wolfe 

Guest Preacher: Pastor Jeff Schone, Martin Luther College 
Keyboard: Luke Dorn Choir Director: Roger Zolldan 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

He Lives...to be my Good Shepherd 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org  
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Welcome and Introduction 
 

HYMN: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds CW 471 sts. 1, 3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand after the hymn. 

Order of Worship 
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Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 

 
M: If we claim to be without sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 
  
M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 
Hymn: This Is the Feast CW 938 

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for 
the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may 
abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

Be seated. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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First Reading Acts 2:42-47 

The early Church was marked by devotion to apostolic teaching and genuine love 
for one another. And the Good Shepherd’s flock grew.  

 

 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. 45They sold property and possessions 
to give to anyone who had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together 
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the peo-
ple. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Second Reading 1 Peter 2:19-25 
St. Peter calls us to follow our Shepherd and Overseer, even if it means that we 
suffer for doing good.  
 

 19For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust 
suffering because they are conscious of God. 20But how is it to your credit if 
you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for do-
ing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21To this you 
were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 

22“He committed no sin, 
 and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 
24“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to 
sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25For 
“you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shep-
herd and Overseer of your souls. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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(Sunday) Choir Anthem My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 
Arr. by L. Larson 

 

My Shepherd will supply my need, the God of love supreme; 
In pastures green You let me feed beside the living stream. 
You bring my wandr’ing spirit back when I forsake Your ways; 
And lead me for Your mercy’s sake in paths of truth and grace. 
 

When I walk through the shades of death Your presence is my stay; 
One word of Your supporting breath drives all my fears away. 
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread; 
My cup with blessings overflows, Your oil anoints my head. 
 

The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; 
O may Your house be my abode, and all my work be praise! 
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come; 
No more a stranger nor a guest, but like a child at home. 

 
Please stand. 

` 

Gospel John 10:1-10 
Jesus is not only our Good Shepherd. He is the gate through which we enter into 
the green pastures of salvation.  

 

 1“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen 
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one 
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But 
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because 
they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech, but 
the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
 7Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 
have not listened to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 
saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it 
to the full. 

  
M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated. 



8 

Children’s Devotion 

 

Hymn: The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552 

 

 

 
 

5 You spread a table in my sight, 6 And so through all the length of days 
    a banquet here bestowing;  your goodness fails me never; 
your oil of welcome, my delight;  Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 
    my cup is overflowing!    within your house forever! 
 

 
     

(Saturday) Catechism Examination 
Every week during the school year, young members of Salem in grades 6-8 study the Bible 
with our pastor using the outline Martin Luther provided in his Small Catechism. Before stu-
dents are confirmed and eligible to attend Lord’s Supper they share what they have learned 
with the members of Salem. This weekend is the last of three “examinations.” 

 

(Sunday) Sermon   
Please stand after the sermon. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

  Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated. 

 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it  in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 

(10:30) Handbell Offertory “The Strife is O’er” 
By K. McChesney 

 

Please stand. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 
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Hymn: Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 

 

 

 
 

Prayer 
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 

so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened 
and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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Hymn: I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb CW 804 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 

 

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry 
between services. Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:10am 
in the sanctuary. Adult Bible study begins at 9:15 in the fellowship hall downstairs. 
 

We begin a new Bible study topic this Sunday, looking at the doctrine of the divine 
call, discussing how we get pastors and teachers, and God-pleasing attitudes by, 
and toward, those who serve our church in public ministry. 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: He lives...to be the only Way to heaven (Confirmation Sunday) 
Bible Readings: Acts 4:8-12; 1 Peter 2:4-10; John 14:1-11 
Hymns: 757, 510, 809, 930 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have 
questions about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near 
you. We’re happy to help. Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms are located straight down the hall opposite the sanctuary 
entrance. Both men’s and women’s restrooms are equipped with diaper 
changing tables  for your convenience. 

 Our sanctuary is equipped with an amplified “loop” system for hearing 
assistance. Please set hearing aids to the “T” position. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. We ask members and guests to 
share their names and contact info, and invite you to share requests for 
contact or prayers.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. 
Guests are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation 
you can place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing and 
pray and grow with us in our services. Please note these special worship aids 
and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & “quiet bags” for your child’s use in worship are 
available in the entry, just to the left of the office hallway. Ask an usher if you 
need help finding them. 

 If your child needs to be nursed or quieted for a few moments you can use 
our “cry room” down the hallway across from the restrooms. The service is 
shown live on a TV in the room. 

 Sunday mornings, before the hymn of the day and sermon, children of all 
ages are invited to come to the front of church for a short devotion on God’s 
Word. Parents may accompany their children as they wish. 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


