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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Holy Spirit, speak to us through your word today and 
comfort us with your eternal truth. Kindle the fire of faith and lead us to lives 
of service and praise. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Theme of the Day: The best comfort the world can give in the face of death is that 
our loved ones live on in our memories. Jesus provides a far better solution to 
the sting of death. He promises life, not just in memory but in reality. One day 
Jesus will give our faithful dead back to us—to love and to laugh and to hug 
and to dance. Body and soul, living and walking in the new heaven and the 
new earth. How do we know Jesus can and will keep that promise? Because 
the Son of God descended into the darkness of death himself and emerged on 
Easter Sunday as the first fruit of the resurrection of all God’s people. He lives, 
and we will too. Yet again, Jesus satisfies our greatest needs.  

Our Worship Series: Our greatest needs are universal. We all live under the curse 
of sin, leaving us utterly helpless in our natural state. Left in sin, people are 
doomed to death, spiritually, physically, and eternally. Lent is the season of 
the Church Year where we wrestle with our greatest needs, but also find that 
in Christ, all our greatest needs are met. This Lent, the Spirit makes one thing 
clear: If you lack Christ, you have nothing. If you have Christ, you have 
everything you truly need.  

A Word About Holy Communion: Our church observes the biblical practice of 
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we 
not only receive forgiveness from God but we also express the unique 
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of 
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but 
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament 
with you in the future. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
Worship Leader: Pastor Ryan Wolfe  Keyboard: Robyn Stoller 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Our Greatest Needs— 

Life for the Dead 
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Gathering Rite: Remember Your Love 

All: Refrain 

  

 
 
M:  As watchmen who wait upon the daylight, wait for the Lord. I trust in your 

kindness and redemption and your faithful word. 
C:  (Sing Refrain) 

  
M:  Before the mountains were begotten and the earth took shape, even then, O 

Lord, you were our refuge throughout ev’ry age. 
C:  (Sing Refrain) 

  
M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

  
M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

D:  
  

M:  1. Lord Jesus, our hope of resurrection: (Sing line below) 
 2. Christ Jesus, the life of your people: (Sing line below) 
 3. Lord Jesus, the firstborn from the dead: (Sing line below) 

  
 

Order of Worship 
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M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 
All: Refrain 

 

 
 
 

 
 

First Reading 2 Kings 4:17-37 

God wants us to know that whoever believes in him will live, even though he dies. 
He enables the prophet Elisha to prove that to a grieving mother. 

 

 17But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time 
she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her. 
 18The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the 
reapers. 19He said to his father, “My head! My head!” 
 His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20After the servant had 
lifted him up and carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, 
and then he died. 21She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, 
then shut the door and went out. 
 22She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and 
a donkey so I can go to the man of God quickly and return.” 
 23“Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the Sab-
bath.” 
 “That’s all right,” she said. 
 24She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow 
down for me unless I tell you.” 25So she set out and came to the man of God at 
Mount Carmel. 
 When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, 
“Look! There’s the Shunammite! 26Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all 
right? Is your husband all right? Is your child all right?’ ” 
 “Everything is all right,” she said. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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 27When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his 
feet. Gehazi came over to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her 
alone! She is in bitter distress, but the Lord has hidden it from me and has not 
told me why.” 
 28“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise 
my hopes’?” 
 29Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your 
hand and run. Don’t greet anyone you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not 
answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s face.” 
 30But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I 
will not leave you.” So he got up and followed her. 
 31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was 
no sound or response. So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The 
boy has not awakened.” 
 32When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his 
couch. 33He went in, shut the door on the two of them and prayed to the Lord. 
34Then he got on the bed and lay on the boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, 
hands to hands. As he stretched himself out on him, the boy’s body grew 
warm. 35Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then 
got on the bed and stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed seven 
times and opened his eyes. 
 36Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. 
When she came, he said, “Take your son.” 37She came in, fell at his feet and 
bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and went out. 
  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading Romans 8:11-19 

The Father promises to raise his children from the dead and make them heirs of 
everlasting glory. 

 

 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies be-
cause of his Spirit who lives in you. 
 12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the 
flesh, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The 
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by 
him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 
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are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 
may also share in his glory. 
 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 
glory that will be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation 
for the children of God to be revealed. 
  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
 

Gospel John 11:17-27, 38-45 

Jesus’ greatest miracle proves that he is the Lord of life, with power over death. 
 

 17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. 18Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their broth-
er. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, 
but Mary stayed at home. 
 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha answered, “I 
know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes 
in me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?” 
 27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world.”  28After she had said this, she went back 
and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking 
for you.” 29When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now 
Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. 31When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, com-
forting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, 
supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.  
 32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 
feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34“Where have you 
laid him?” he asked.  
 “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 35Jesus wept. 
 36Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
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 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 
 38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 
stone laid across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said. 
 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a 
bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 
 40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glo-
ry of God?” 
 41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 
 43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and 
a cloth around his face. 
 Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him. 
  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated. 
 

Children’s Devotion 

 

Hymn of the Day: When in the Hour of Utmost Need CW 723 
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Sermon  Based on John 11 
“Look at Lazarus!” 

1) Through the eyes of Martha 
2) Through the eyes of Mary 
3) the eyes of Jesus 

 

Please stand after the sermon. 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

THANKSGIVING 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated. 

 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 

 

(10:30am) Adult Confirmation 
After instruction with our pastor, we welcome Blake Johnson and fiancée Heather Huwe and 
Meghan Greeder and son Tylerinto our church family through  adult confirmation. While the 
practice of confirmation is never mentioned or commanded in Scripture, it is a valuable tradition 
as new members confess their shared faith with us and as they vow before God, each other, and 
all of us to remain faithful to him.  
 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each 
other. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their 
membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor 
before communing. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 



10 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God  
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Be seated. 
 

Communion Distribution 

For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape 
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten. 

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose 
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by  
helping to tip the common cup. 

 
 

Please stand at the pastor’s direction after the distribution. 
 
 

Response of Thanksgiving 

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1 

 
M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
 
 
 

Closing Prayer & Blessing 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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Hymn: Children of the Heavenly Father CW 502 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 

Acknowledgments 
Setting One from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, 
NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense # 48708 and CCLI # 630266 

 
 

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry 
between services. Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:10am 
in the sanctuary. Adult Bible study begins at 9:15 in the fellowship hall downstairs 
 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: (Palm Sunday) Our Greatest Needs—A Greater Type of King 
Bible Readings: Zechariah 9:9-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 21:1-11 
Hymns: 412, 413, 548, 414 
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Our special Wednesday services during the season of Lent come to an end this 
week. Guest pastors from sister WELS churches have joined us as we journeyed to 
the cross with Christ and looked at some of the destinations on His Final Steps. 
Services this Wednesday will again be at 4pm & 7pm, with a fellowship meal 
served from 5-6:30pm.  Past services can be accessed at our website: 
www.salemlutheran.org/worship. 
 
 
 

His Final Steps... 
Wednesday, Feb 22 — ...Led to a Dinner Celebration 
Wednesday, March 1st — ...Led to a Tomb 
Wednesday, March 8th — ...Led to His Enemies 
Wednesday, March 15th — ...Led to a Fig Tree 
Wednesday, March 22nd — ...Led to Some Greeks 
Wednesday, March 29th—...Led to His Father’s House 
Sunday, April 2nd — (Palm Sunday) ...Led to a Donkey  
Holy Thursday, April 6th — ...Led to the Upper Room 
Good Friday, April 7th — ...Led to the Place of the Skull 
Easter Sunday  Dawn, April 9th (7am) — Hymns and Communion 
Easter Sunday Festival, April 9th (8 & 10:45am) —  
 His First Steps Led Outside His Tomb 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.salemlutheran.org/worship


14  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Worship 
Salem will celebrate Easter victory with three services on Easter Sunday morning. A 
sunrise service at 7am will be different from the other services, with readings and 
hymns reminding us of the wonder of  the women’s discovery of the empty tomb 
early Easter morning. Holy Communion will be offered in this quieter celebration 
of Easter victory.  
 

Festival services at 9am & 10:45am will bring out our full-throated exultation as we 
celebrate loudly the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection for every believer. Choirs will 
sing, trumpets will play, and handbells may even ring as the church rejoices in East-
er triumph. Holy Communion will be offered in the festival services as well. Join us 
for one or more services Easter Sunday, and invite a friend to celebrate with you.  
 
 
Easter for Kids 
Salem’s Easter for Kids program is coming up 
on the Saturday of Easter weekend (April 8th) 
from 10am –12pm. Parents are invited to stay 
and “travel” with their kids to different sta-
tions as Salem members share the joy of East-
er with adults and kids alike. Easter for Kids is 
open to all children up to 5th grade. Easter for 
Kids is a great chance for the unchurched to 
learn about our Savior too. Invite a friend! Register to attend on our website at 
www.salemlutheran.org/easter.  
 
 

Easter Breakfast 
Each year Salem members enjoy an Easter 
breakfast together as part of our Easter cele-
bration, We will continue this tradition this 
year! Please find the signup poster on the 
board in the church entry to see what items 
we need this year and ways to help. Thank 
you for serving and making our Easter joy a 
little brighter! 

https://www.salemlutheran.org/easter
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(Also printed in the hymnal) 

 
Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 
 
Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well 

I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as 
a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved 
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? 
Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envi-
ous, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or 
given anyone a bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent 
thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

 
Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what 

should I do? 
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those 

of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 

cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have 
been clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness. 

 
Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread 

and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fel-
low believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but 
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to 
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

 
Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 

died. There he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight 

temptation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him 
and those around me with love and good works. 

 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious 
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as 
you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of 
kindness to others. Amen. 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have 
questions about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near 
you. We’re happy to help. Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms are located straight down the hall opposite the sanctuary 
entrance. Both men’s and women’s restrooms are equipped with diaper 
changing tables  for your convenience. 

 Our sanctuary is equipped with an amplified “loop” system for hearing 
assistance. Please set hearing aids to the “T” position. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. We ask members and guests to 
share their names and contact info, and invite you to share requests for 
contact or prayers. Cards can be placed in the offering basket or left on the 
table near the sanctuary entrance. 

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. 
Guests are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation 
you can place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing and 
pray and grow with us in our services. Please note these special worship aids 
and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & “quiet bags” for your child’s use in worship are 
available in the entry, just to the left of the office hallway. Ask an usher if you 
need help finding them. 

 If your child needs to be nursed or quieted for a few moments you can use 
our “cry room” down the hallway across from the restrooms. The service is 
shown live on a TV in the room. 

 Sunday mornings, before the hymn of the day and sermon, children of all 
ages are invited to come to the front of church for a short devotion on God’s 
Word. Parents may accompany their children as they wish. 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


