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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Gracious Holy Spirit, you come to us through your Word 
to create pure hearts within us and to renew our strength to serve. Bless our 
praise today and help us live lives of holiness. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: Christmas holidays mean family time. Extended family travel 
and visits. Meals are prepared, gifts given, memories are made. But the 
memories aren’t always good. Christmas dinners sometimes end in fights. Hurt 
feelings sometimes keep family from coming together during the holidays.  

 God knows what broken family relationships are like too.  He wanted his 
children to be everything he hoped for them to be, but sinful people brought 
division and disappointment. So instead God the Father sent Jesus to be the 
perfect and true son that we haven’t been. Jesus came to be everything God 
wanted from us. And because of this true Son, in faith we are redeemed sons 
and daughters of God: with the same rights, relationship, and privileges as true 
heirs of heaven.  

Our Worship Series: The Christmas angel said, “A Savior has been born.” 
Humanity doesn't need help - we need saving. At Christmas God sent more 
than a coach. He sent his only Son to be the Savior we need.  

 After December 25 the secular world is done with Christmas. But for the 
Church, the season of Christmas continues. For twelve glorious days—The 
Twelve Days of Christmas—we ponder the nativity of the Son of God. We 
celebrate what that nativity means. A Savior is born!  

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Preacher:  Pastor Jake Schram          Worship Leader: Pastor Ryan Wolfe 

Piano: Lauren Shult 

  

First Sunday after Christmas 
 

A Savior is Born to be the true Son 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

rwolfe@salemlutheran.org      +      jschram@salemlutheran.org 
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HYMN: O Little Town of Bethlehem CW 333 sts. 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand. 
 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 

M: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
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 I now ask you in the presence of God, who searches the heart: Do you sincere-
ly confess that you have sinned against God and deserve his wrath and punish-
ment? 

C: I do confess my many sins and admit that I deserve God’s punishment. 
 
M: Do you willingly repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, and deed? 

And do you promise by the power of the Holy Spirit to amend your sinful life? 
C: I do repent of my sins and promise to amend my sinful ways.  
  
M: Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus’ sake, forgives you all 

your sins? 
C: I do believe, for God has promised that whoever believes in Jesus will not 

perish but have eternal life. 
  
M: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  Be as-

sured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.   
 
 

HYMN: O Little Town of Bethlehem CW 333 st. 4 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise 
not by speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your 
will that our lives may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

Be seated. 
 
 

First Reading Isaiah 63:7-9 
God is kind. When his children turned away from him, he sent a Savior to redeem 
them.  

 
7I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, 
 the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
 according to all the Lord has done for us— 
yes, the many good things 
 he has done for Israel, 
 according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 
 children who will be true to me”; 
 and so he became their Savior. 
9In all their distress he too was distressed, 
 and the angel of his presence saved them. 
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them 
 all the days of old. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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Second Reading Galatians 4:4-7 
Since we have been redeemed by God’s true Son, we can now call God “Father.”  
 

 4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adop-

tion to sonship. 6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but 

God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 
  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
 

Gospel Matthew 2:13-23 
God’s plan was to save the world by having his true Son serve as our substitute, 
dying on the cross. And so God saves his true Son from an early death.  

 

 13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 
“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there 
until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
15where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, 
and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two 
years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 
17Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, 
 because they are no more.” 

 19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
20and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 
 21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to 
the district of Galilee, 23and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was 
fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 
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M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
 

Children’s Devotion 

 

Hymn of the Day: Let All Together Praise Our God CW 355 

 

 

 
 

5 He serves that I a lord may be— 

    a great exchange indeed! 

Could Jesus’ love do more for me 

    to help me in my need, 

    to help me in my need? 

 

6 For us he opens wide the door 

    of paradise today. 

The angel guards the gate no more; 

    to God our thanks we pay, 

    to God our thanks we pay. 
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Sermon  Based on Isaiah 63:7-9 
 
Please stand after the sermon. 
 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

  Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated. 

 
 
 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it  in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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Prayer of the Church 

M: I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 
C: Every day I will praise you and extol your name. 

M: It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for 
the countless gifts of grace we have received from you. 

C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have 
made. 

M: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that 
we are much more valuable than they. 

C: You know what we need, and you give us all good things. 

M: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself—
all these come to us from your generous hand. 

C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you continue to grant 
them to us. 

 
M: We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our 

faith, shield us from temptation, and equip us for service. 
C: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue 

to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

M: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger, and rich in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we 
may live our lives to your glory and be prepared to die in your peace. 

C: We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name we began this year; in 
his name we bring it to a close. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Hymn: Love Has Come CW 364 

 A soloist will sing verse one. The congregation may join in verses 2-4. 

 

 

 

 
 

M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought 
us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that 
this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we 
do, direct us to what is right in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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Hymn: God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen CW 356 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 

 

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry 
between services. Sunday JAM will NOT meet this week, but families are invited to 
the fellowship hall for regular Bible study beginning at 9:15am. 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: A Savior is born for all the nations (AND Pastor Jake farewell) 
Bible Readings: Isaiah 42:1-7, Acts 10:34-38, Matthew 3:13-17 
Hymns: 384, 377, 677, 950 



12 

Welcome to worship! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have 
questions about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near 
you. We’re happy to help. Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms are located straight down the hall opposite the sanctuary 
entrance. Both men’s and women’s restrooms are equipped with diaper 
changing tables  for your convenience. 

 Our sanctuary is equipped with an amplified “loop” system for hearing 
assistance. Please set hearing aids to the “T” position. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. We ask members and guests to 
share their names and contact info, and invite you to share requests for 
contact or prayers.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. 
Guests are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation 
you can place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing and 
pray and grow with us in our services. Please note these special worship aids 
and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & “quiet bags” for your child’s use in worship are 
available in the entry, just to the left of the office hallway. Ask an usher if you 
need help finding them. 

 If your child needs to be nursed or quieted for a few moments you can use 
our “cry room” down the hallway across from the restrooms. The service is 
shown live on a TV in the room. 

 Sunday mornings, before the hymn of the day and sermon, children of all 
ages are invited to come to the front of church for a short devotion on God’s 
Word. Parents may accompany their children as they wish. 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


